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Stranger of Two Cities
Tramsluted by Monavaz Alexandrian

| leave your city but my heart beats for my sphere,
I love my beloved country. my problem is there:
Curses be on travel. for all | suffer is from travel,
My clay is made here: O God! my heart beats for here:
I am famous among lovers and the poets,
t by God my heart and my friends dwell here;
irtless folk don’t know the worth of their land:
y sea is in a foreign land, but my coast is here.
ieydavood™, where must I fly from this city? where ?
r both my farm and my harvest are here;
love the charming belle, fair of eve,
he darling which | speak is living here.
dwell in two cities, but grief kills me,
-or my harvest is there but my heart beats here.
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. .. We should hke to draw your attention to the response made by the late Imam (RH) to a foreign
journalist in this connection:

{ﬁm;.*ed guestion. Being an lranian citizen has rendered a strong foundation to the nation-statehood of
the country and religious differences have created little, it any, frictions among the religious
minorities, such as the Jews, the Christians, or the clerics of the reli%iuus minorities in Iran. How
would the religious minorities fare under the government of your choice?

Chioted Answer: Islamism has created much stronger ties among Iranian citizens than their national
citizenship status. The religious minorities not only enjoy the very same freedom as others but also it
is incumbent upon the Islamic government to defend the rights of all established religious minorities
of the country as well; furthermore, every lranian citizen has the right to enjoy the very same social
rights enjoved by all citizens no matter whether they are Muslims, Christians or Jews or of another
faith for that matter.

[Extracted from the text script of Imam Khomeini’s (RH) interview with a German daily on November
15. 1979]

. . . It goes without saying that the contents and principles of Judaism faith have not been subjected to
fundamental change ever since the time of the holy Prophet of Islam (SWAS) and in light of the holy
Prophet’s full unfmtanding of the Judaist faith nature, the Prophet of Islam (SWAS) could never
entertain the idea of extermination of the Jews and profanation of the religion.

Those who are now, after the passage of 1400 years, engaged in making new interpretations of the
Quranic verses pertaining to the divine promise of destroying all the Jews are expectedly thought as
being totally divorced from the teachings of the holy Prophet of Islam (SWAS).

.. . Briefly. such approaches as mentioned in the above boil down to mere anti-Semitism and a true
manitestation of racism, while God the Almighty has said in the holy Quran that individuals must be
judged based on their actions and their faith, (Citation of Quranic verses Al-Umran, Verses 113-114 in
sxrl‘lapurt of the latter statement). Translation:

“Not all believers of monotheistic faiths are similar in their natures. Some behave and conduct
themselves finely and recite divine verses in the small hours of the night and kowtow to the Almighty
since they believe in the resurrection day and try to engage in charitable actions and refrain from evil
manners as well rush to volunteer in doing good deeds. These individuals are among the elites.”

“We have set a clear path for the nations of every single monotheistic faith and if God wished so he
would have brought all the nations into a single one. However, he desired to test you by giving you
what he has. So, try to compete against one another in performing good deeds. Every person
ultimately returns to God and then He will inform you of the nature of your disputes.” (Maedeh, 48)
Your Excellency, Ayatollah Hashemi Shahroudi:

While once again the Iranian Jewish community declares its unswerving allegiance and adherence to
the values of the Islamic Republic of Iran and shall take pains to live up to the expectations of being
dutiful citizens in the service to this country and by way of safeguarding the national Iranian and
Jewish religion values, this community insists that the biased propaganda campaign and violation of
rights against it be stopped in concurrence with the establishment and institutionalization of the
Iranian citizens' rights as a more realistic perspective of the current numerous political and social
woes, which stare at our dear country in the face, is contemplated in the national and international
arenas. We should like to insist that the complaints enumerated in this letter be followed up at the
earliest and expedient measures be put into effect to stop the profanation and cultural onslaught waged
against the Jewish sanctities.

We are of the opinion that any disregard or negligence afforded to the perpetrators violalors and
writers of the aforementioned articles, at least in some specific cases of the kind, would be tantamount
to severe and imminent menace to the social security of the Jewish citizens in this country.

The Iranian Jewish community insists on safeguarding and maintaining all its citizenship right and
privileges for spending living in its motherland country of the IRI. We are Jews and would like to
remain as Jews but our faith has inextricably been mingled with our love for Iran and the Iranian

le.
E‘ﬁgihuuld like the present propaganda onslaught against Judaist faith and Iranian Jews to be brought
to a halt.
We take pride in the fact that we have been lucky to be spared from falling into the trap set for us by
the Zionists to make us emigrate to America and Israel.
Undoubtedly, the crass ignorant can never persuades us 1o renounce our citizenship 1o tum us into
cannon fodder for the Zionist enti?(.
We hereby enclose some cases of the unprecedented aforementioned provocative onslaught inflicted
upon the Iranian Jewish community by some press and writings that are regarded as veritable direct
insults to the Jews and their faith.

Yours very truly
Board of Directors of Tehran Jewish Committee

s
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Ziomists have misused the Jewish faith to
promote their illegal political and economic
objectives. This bogus regime is an absolute
disgrace to the Jewish faith and we, at the
“Voice of David Radio Station” are doing our
best to bring to light some very widespread
misconceptions through our broadcasting of
genuine and well-established facts and news.
0. What are vour main objectives for vour
radio broadeast services and what are these
objectives focusing on”

A. We, at this radio station, are trying to bring
the real facts to light and voice the views an
the reasons for those who opi:osc the Zionists
entity as well as shedding light on policies
adopted by the usurper regime in the occupied
Palestinian lands. We also try to provide new
approaches for peaceful co-existence among

ﬁ. Our last question is about what sarts of positive
reactions  you have so  far experienced  from
political groups in Israel proper and how you have
manda, te recruit your required technical staff in

arder to make this Hebrew-language radio
programs aperational?
A. We held talks with various Jewish personalities

from Palestine. These talks were carried out with
those Jewish people, who are against Sharon’s
terrorist policies and are opposed to the Zionist
movement as well. As far as our staffs are
concerned, we rely on the expertise of those recruits
who are well informed about the policies of the
Zionist regime. Under the present circumstances,
we think we cannot do more than what we are
doing right now in view of our current budget
constraints. | should like to express my best wishes
for the establishment of lasting peace in Palestine

the tollowers of different religious faiths. and the restoration of the rights of those who have

been deprived of their natural rights.

THE TEHRAN JEWISH COMMITTEE’S OPEN LETTER TO THE JUDICIARY CHIEF
ON THE RECENT PROFANATIONS BY MEDIA AND PRESS OF THE COUNTRY
AGAINST JEWISH SANCTITIES (Abstract)

For the Kind Attention of His Excellency Ayatollah Seyed Mahmoud Hashemi Shahroadi,
the Esteemed Chief of the Judiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran:

It is now for some time that the manners adopted by the country’s mass media, printed press, at times,
some books and certain writings, as well as certain unidentified flyers, some programs broadcasted by
the radio and television stations dealing with the question of Judaism and the Jewish community, have
changed drastically in such a way that has raised alarm and caused anxiety among the Jewish
community in Iran. To make matters worse, the aforementioned causes of concern have %m‘:n coupled
with threats through crank calls and letters containing profanities made and sent to some Iranian
citizens of Jewish faith.

Apart from the issue of the current campaign against the Zionists and their atrocious measures, for
which the lranian Jewish community has taken the appropriate measures to be among the forefront
leading communities to make tangible contribution to the cause, we now stand witness to the
regrettable fact that quite a few biased and provocative articles are published almost on daily basis and
these maost, if not all, contain false and selected interpretations from the Jewish religious books and
words of Hebrew prophets. These articles not only fail to be in line with the principles of the Jewish
faith and other divine religions but also stand in absolute contrast to the mottos, objectives and
performances of the sacred Islamic Republic of [ran’s (IR1) political system. )

The Iranian Jewish community, which enjoys a long and enduring history of peaceful coexistence with
their Muslim compatriots in Iran and has employed all means available to these Iranian citizens to
bring fruition to the Islamic Revolution in Iran. led by the late Imam Khomeini (RH) and actively
participated in the 8-year-long Iragi imposed war on this country, now feels extremely disappointed
and discouraged in face of the current biased writings that is said to be in line with the campaign
against Zionism taken up by the noble Muslims and people of the world, since it seems that the
campaign is gradually being translated into a useless confrontation among religions.

... The writers and authors of the aforementioned articles and books seem to be bent on trying to
mislead the revolutionary combatants and the public opinion by their distorted writings and extremist
religious and sectarian approaches.

We wonder if it is not a well-founded maxim in the IRI that every citizen must fully comply with the
laws of the country express his allegiance 1o them.

It is worth to mention that the provisions of article | and 18 of the International Human Rights
declaration, the provisions of articles 1, 3, and 4 of the declaration for doing away with all features
religious discrimination and ethnic bigotry based on compliance with the affording considerations to
the Jewish religious and ethnic rilﬁhts. irrespective of their nationality and their citizenship status are in
support the said statements and the provisions of articles 13,14, 19, 20, and 37 of the IRI constitution
as well as the visions held by the late Imam Khomeini (RH) in addition to the principle of
international right have all put the seal of approval on the rights of the Iranian Jews.
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Haroun Yashayaei then called on the clerics
of all religions to intervene in political
affairs of their countries in order to stop
political aggressions waged by governments
against various nations.

On the invitation of TJC On Wednesday,
December 11, 2002, Siieem Hazbiovic, the
Muslim deputy to Joint Association of
Polish Muslims and Catholics Zicislav
Bilinski, the Christian deputy to the above-
mentioned  association and  Withold
Schmidovski, the ambassador of Poland to
Tehran along with the embassy's First
Secretary and the IRl foreign Ministry
representative in the culture aftairs attended
Yousel Abad synagogue in Tehran. They
met and held talks with rabbi Cohen, the
Jewish cleric, Mr. Motamed, the Jewish MP
from Tehran, and the members of board of
directors of TJC. During this meeting, the
lewish officials gave a rundown on the
conditions of the Iranian Jews and the Polish
delegation then presented a report on its
religious activities in Poland. The latter then
gave a short history of the Polish Jews and
explained their conditions. Later this said
delegation called for cultural ties to be
established between Tehran and Poland in
the arena of Dialogue Among Religions and
understanding  among  the  religious
minorities of the two countries,

Literature of FARSIHOOD
Cultural Heritage of
Iranian Jews

By: Nahid Pir Nazar

Farsihood includes Farsi writings with Hebrew
alphabet. It must be added that, what is
available in Farsihood writing except for some
cases such as translation of Davood's Psalters
to Pahlavi language and scripts, are devoted to
the new Farsi era. According to this
description Farsihood impressions except for
some Pahlavi copies, mostly contain classical
writings or any local dialect new Farsi
Language and it is in Hebrew letters. For the
lack of coordination of Hebrew Alphabet with
some Farsi vowels, a Hebrew letter, following
with some additional signals can be applied as
several Farsi vowels. As. the way in which
rinted Hebrew letters differ from that of
Hebrew written  letters. Farsihood  printed
subjects also differ from that of writing point
of view with their manuscript copies.
The selection of Hebrew writing instead of
Farsi scripts for writing the cultural
impressions of lranian Jews, are interpretable
in different forms. What seems certain is the
reason for selection of Hebrew letters for
Farsihood writers, is the practical aspect of it.
Because, possibly the lack of acquaintance
with Farsi writing in illiterate group of Jewish

people and therr acquaintance with the Hebrew
writing, with the purpose of reading and performin
religious practices, it supplied a larger number o
ers for Farsihood impressions.
Therefore, from the evidences can be understood
that Farsihood Literature mostly for one particular
group of readers whom consists of the public rank
of Iranian Jews, were written. The rank that in spite
of the fact that communicated in Farsi language
could not read it in Farsi writing. It should
regarded that the Hebrew knowledge of most of
these people, Ipo&sibly did not get beyond the
reading of religious benedictions (prays). The
evidence for this allegation is the transformation of
Farsi literature masterpieces into Farsihood
writings, which their samples are largely found in
libraries of writing copies. Literal writers of
Farsihood mostly have been affected by non-Jewish
Iranian professionals and /or have been affected by
non-lranian Jewish experts. The expression of this
fact is their authority on Iranian, Jewish and even in
some cases on Islamic culture.

Voice of David Radio Station broadcasts
unbiased programs and reports,
which are projected to address
all the Jews around the world

Vaice of David Radio Station, which is stationed in
Tehran, has been broadeasting programs in Hebrew
language for a few months. To this effect, the
Palestinian daily Al-Sanareh Bab of lordan has
conducted an interview with Amir Behjati, the
editor of the radio. The following is the script of the
interview:

Amir Behjati underscores the fact that the Iranian
have an absolutely different vision of the Jewish
faith, which stands in total contrast to the Iranian
ggrspectivel of Zionism and the ruling regime in the

1onist entity.

Q. Why did vou decide to call this radio station
"the Vaice of David”?
A. You may have asked us this very question if we
had: for instance. given this radio broadcast
services the name “Moshe (Moses).” The Jewish
prophet, David was privileged with numerous fine
attributes. Among his many fine attributes was his
immensely sweet and heart-warming voice.
Q. Almost everyone around the world knows
perfectly well that there is no diplomatic relations
berween the Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI) and the
so-called state of Israel. The question now goes
hegging as to what has been at the core af your
intentions for establishing this radio hroadcast
service?
A. It goes without saying that we as Muslims
extend our official recognition to Jewish religion as
a monotheistic divine faith and regard the Jewish
Emphurs among our own. In fact, the holy Koran
as allocated a whole verse to prophet Joseph and
other prophets of lsracl. However, as far as Zionism
and the Zionist ideology are concerned, we should
assert that we do not recognize them since the

L
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added, this negalive aspect comes as a
natural consequence of the Revolution and
we hope the day comes when circumstances
change and all Iranian nationals living
abroad return to their homeland.

Hashemi Rafsanjani then focused on the
stipulated rights by the Jewish MP and the
head of the Tehran Jewish Committee and
romised his personal assistance for
ollowing up the case for their grievances.
He concluded by expressing hope that the
Palestinian question be soon settled once
and for all.

Inauguration of the rehabilitated
mausoleum of
Mullah Moshe Halevi in Kashan

Rabbi Moshe Halevi, who is among
prominent  lranian  Jewish  scholars,
emigrated from Spain to Iran almost 400
years ago and passed away in the citv of
Kashan in 1600 AD (5360 of Hebrew
calendar). He is well known to be the
founder of new Jewish religious schools in
Iran, and is immensely respected by the
Iranian Jewish community, in particular
Jews of Kashan, Many [ranian Jews
especially those from Kashan pay annual
visits to this well-respected clergy’s
mausoleum in order to pray for blessings.
The gravesite of Mullah Moshe Halevi was
located in the open and not commensurate
with his religious standing. However, last
year, an lranian expatriate Jew called
Elliahu ben Davoud Alliance Kashani has
set aside some funds so that the TJIC may
take the required measures to rehabilitate
and rebuild this Jewish shrine. Mr. Aga Jan
Shadi, who is a member of the board of
directors of the TJC and the member of
Yousef Abad synagogue of Tehran,
sponsored the reconstruction of the
aforementioned shrine and reconstruction
works, which was put into effect through
cooperation with the municipality of the ci
of Kashan, ended in November 2002.
delegation of Jewish officials along with the
chairman of TJIC as well as the Jewish
representative at the lranian Parliamem
travelled to Kashan to take part in the
inauguration ceremonies of the said shrine.
Another Jewish delegation responsible for
the religious education affairs of Jews in the
central city of Esfahan that was headed by
Shahrokh Paknahad also attended the afore-
said inaugural services, performed special
Jewish religious services, and recited

rmyers for blessing to soul of the late cleric,
larav Mullah Moshe Halevi.

Islamic Human Rights Commission
Meeting

The fifth specialized conference of “status of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
government” was held on December 21, 2002,
On the invitation of Mr. Muhammad Hassan
Ziaifar, the Secretary of the Islamic Human
Rights Commission, a Jewish delegation
Binicipqu in the said session.

uring this meeting, representatives of various
ministries presented reports on their activities in
the arena of human rights. Mr. Motamed, the
Jewish representative at the Iranian Parliament
and Mr. Haroun Yashayaei, the chairman of the
TIC also provided a thamu%h explanation of
different aspects of human rights violation cases
against the Iranian Jews at this meeting. The
aforementioned then started to discuss other
cases and exchanged views with the
representatives  of  various  ministries  and
attorneys at law and certain cases were identified
for further legal follow-ups. The Jewish
delegation also registered its strong protest
against some specific profanation and disrespect
shown to their religious sanctities.

Polish Scholars Participate in
The Dialogue Among Religions
Conference

The conference for the dialogue among religions
was held between the Iranian Muslim and Polish
Christian scholars at the Center for Cultural
Studies of the lranian Foreign Ministry on
Tuesday December 10, 2002. On the invitation of
Hojjat-ul-Islam Muhammad Masjed Jamei, the
Director General of the Cultural” Affairs of the
Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI) foreign Ministry
and the president of the conference, and
invitation of the Polish ambassador to the IRI, a
Jewish  delegation  participated in the
aforementioned conference.

Scholars from both the IRl and Poland made
several speeches at this meeting and the topic of
their addresses were in the main focused on the
commonalities of the monotheistic religions.
References were also made to the foundation for
creation of love, which was established in Poland
with the purpose of bringin about
rapprochement among monotheistic fai&'ls.

The chairman of first touched on the especial
ceremonies held for the Polish Jews at Tehran
Jewish cemetery in the spring of 2002 and then
recited a short history on the presence of the
Polish Jews in that country and the cultural
influence of Poland on Jews. He then referred to
the significant part played by Polish Jews in the
contemporary history of the Jewish people.
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~ABSTRACTS.

It was brought up during a meeting
with the Jewish delegation:
The Chairman of the IRI
Expediency Council (EC):
The officials of the IRI
are absolutely against any insult
to the Jewish community

On Sunday December 31, 2002, the Jewish
representative at the Iranian Parliament set
up a meeting between a Jewish delegation
headed by Rabbi Yousef Hamedani Cohen
and Avatollah Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani,
the Chairman of the IRI Expediency Council
(EC) of the country.

At this meeting, Mr. Morris Motamed, the
Jewish MP at first presented a short history
of the presence ancf activities of the Iranian
Jewish community and then gave a run-
down on the present difficulties experienced
by the said community in Iran. Mr.
Motamed in particular underlined the recent
propaganda onslaught waged by the mass
media and press in the country against the
sanctities of the Jewish faith.

Later, Haroun Yashayaei, the head of the
Tehran Jewish Committee cited certain
instances of such insults to the sanctities of
the Jews and explained the negative effects
that these insults may have on the relations
between the Muslim and Jewish

communities in lran. He also touched on Imam
Khomeini's (RH) views on drawing a line
between Zionism and those faithful to prophet
Moses' religion.

After the ceremonies for the introduction of the
Jewish delegation members and a friendly chat
with Rabbi Cohen, Avatollah Rafsanjani
expressed his sincere and deep regret on the
current state of affairs regarding insults made on
the sanctities of the Iranian Jewish community,
He went on to add that the officials of the IRI
would under no  circumstances  accept
contemptuous treatments and insults afforded to
other faiths including Judaism, as this principle
constitutes the bases of the IR Iiticalpsystem.
He then said that in the early days of the post
Revolution era, when people were brimming
with emotions and in spite :}Fmany pressures, the
officials of the IRl vehemently insisted on the
rights of the religious minorities in the count
and made sure to stipulate and include their
rights in the constitution of the country.
Painstaking efforts, he added, have been taken to
safeguard these rights to this day.

The Chairman of the EC also touched on the fact
that it is only natural that the Iranian Jewish
community should experience certain negative
side effects in the face of current anti Zionism
campaign. Mr. Rafsanjani then stated that the IRI
officials were t!‘Lﬂ{ sorry to see that some
religious minorities leave the country for good of
they feel they are being oppressed; however, he
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