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Nostalgia L) );: BE

P. Neydavood el
335135 s -

Translared by Monavaz Alexandrian

This is a fine house but it is not my house;

What a pretty place, but alas not my house,

By God here nostalgia is a killing pain,

Here only the jackal haunts and the raven;

A hundred charms you can see in Iranian music here,
But far from your country it falls doleful to the ear;
Return to your motherland; return my dear,

For life is but an instant, you will miss it | fear;

Why must | leave my land and live in a strange domain?
Why migrate into a country which is full of pain?
What you enjoy in Kashan, Isfahan, or Tabriz,

You will miss in London, Los Angles or Paris;

This is a fine dress, well tailored, 1 surmise,

But | cannot wear it, it is not my size.

How can | praise a foreign country? For [ confess
That | miss all my dear ones in this strange place.
Nevdavood's music is both Homayoon and the flute,
Alas the crazy “Rock™ shall never his temper suit.
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His speech, entitled "Jews and the Iranian
Press,” drew much attention from the audience
interested in knowing about Jewish culture.

The Jewish pavilion attracted many visitors
including Iranian high-ranking political and
cultural officials such as President Mohammad
Khatami, Judiciary Chief Mahmoud Shahroudi
and Culture and Islamic Guidance Minister
Ahmad Masjed-Jameie. The Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance adjudged the Ofegh-
BINA one of the best in the field of religious
minorities’ publications.

During the fair, officials of the Tehran Jewish
Committee’s Cultural Committee answered
questions raised by visitors on the subjects of
Judaism and Iranian Jews.

GC Rejects Bill on Blood Money

The constitutional watchdog, the Guardians
Council, has returned a bill passed by Majlis
(Parliament), which proposes to raise the
amount of blood money payable to members of
minorities as provided in the Constitution,
saying it should be in accordance with the views
of the Supreme Leader.

According to IRNA, the Guardians Council
returned the bill accompanied by a letter to
Majlis Speaker Mehdi Karroubi explaining its
views on the proposed note to Article 297 of the
Islamic Penal Code (ratified in 1370). The
Guardians Council wrote: "Considering the fact
that the amount of blood money payable to
minorities is specifically set forth in religious
law, Note 2, which seeks to change the amount,
contravenes such law."

The letter, however, noted that if the Supreme
Leader agrees to the proposal to make the
amount of blood money payable to minorities
equal to that payable to Muslims, then his view
will be controlling.

Jewish Cultural Heritage Exhibition
On the anniversary of Museum Day and
Cultural Heritage Week, the Cultural House in
cooperation with the Cultural Heritage
Organization held an exhibition of various
cultural achievements of monotheistic religions.
The exhibition, held on May 18-23, was aimed
at laying a suitable groundwork for expanding
religious-cultural relations,

In the exhibition, the Tehran Jewish Committee
and other minority organizations displayed
several of their ancient heritage documents such
as Hebrew handwritten manuscripts, Farsi
handwritten manuscripts, Hebrew-woven
carpets, pictures of Jewish holy places in Iran,
the Torah and a number of hand-made works of
several Jewish artists from Shiraz, Kurdistan
and Isfahan.

Students of Various Religions Meet

Cultural Committee Officials

Students and professors of theology from
Tehran, Al-Zahra and Islamic Azad Universities
held a series of question-and-answer sessions in
Tehran recently.

Students of the above-mentioned universities
also visited the Yousefabad synagogue and
became familiar with Jewish history, traditions.
and ceremonies. They held conversations with
Jews in the synagogue. such as Younes Hamami
Lalehzar and Arash Abaie. and received
information on how Iranian Jews live and
practice their religion as well as the Jewish
religion's contributions to Iranian social life.

The students also raised the ambiguous points of
Jewish thought and belief with officials of the
Cultural Committee.

Furthermore, a one-day seminar was held on
May 21 in Mashhad's Ferdowsi University
entitled "Dialogue of Religions.”

In that seminar, Dr. Kourosh Niknam (from
Zoroastrians) and Arash Abaie (from Jews)
talked briefly about the  history and
fundamentals beliefs of the two religions.
Students' questions were also answered during
the seminar. Ambiguities in the beliefs of the
two religions were discussed at length.
Similarities in the beliefs of the two religions
were also taken up with a theology professor
from Ferdowsi University as the moderator.

Jewish Students Celebrate

Bat Mitzvah

Iranian Jewish students held their annual Bat
Mitzvah celebration in Ettefaq synagogue on
February 20.

Their parents and Etefaq Educational Complex
managers joined the students in the celebration.
The Tehran Jewish Committee's Board of
Directors also participated.
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Jewish schools are allowed to operate in all levels and to maintain high standards of education in
such a way as to attract quality students. They are also required to provide necessary facilities such
as computerized systems and essential laboratories to assist in teaching.

Parent-teacher associations are required to be active and to have direct contacts with students'
parents.

The schools' budgets should be determined before the start of any school year. Financial sources
can be any of the following: 1) Students' tuition paid by parents at the time of enrolment in high
schools, 2) A portion of revenues collected by synagogues to pay for the cost of maintaining
schools that should detail the precise course of study and also the synagogue's annual commitment,
3) A budget allocation from the Tehran Jewish Committee requiring a specific obligation to be met
by each school.

It may be worth mentioning here that all costs for training students in Hebrew religious duties,
Jewish culture and wvalues and a major portion of all other school expenses such as students'
transportation are paid for by the Tehran Jewish Commitiee’s budget.

With the above discussion, it is the earnest hope of this community that Jewish private schools run
by the Iranian Jewish society, specifically its students, parents, officials of synagogues and the
Tehran Jewish Committee’s Board of Directors, would experience more successful years ahead as
they continue to avail of the expertise and management of concerned teachers and managers.

News In Brief

Torah Manuscripts Repatriated to
Tehran

TEHRAN - Two Torah manuscripts were
returned to Tehran in accordance with legal
regulations last year, thanks to the efforts of the
head of the Tehran Jewish Committee who
made a trip to Germany on March 20.

The manuscripts had been loaned to Germany in
coordination with officials of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the Cultural Heritage
Organization. A newly established synagogue in
Germany had asked the manuscripts to be used
in a religious ceremony on its inauguration day.

Tehran Jewish Committee Participates

in Tehran Book Fair

TEHRAN - The Tehran Jewish Committee
participated in the 16th Tehran 16th
International Book and 10th Press Fair on May
4-14 with a display of several of its works in its
pavilion.

Jewish cultural and religious books such as
Persian translations of the Torah, Book of
Psalms, Hebrew calendar, educational books of
Jewish culture and insight, Book of Solomon,
Hebrew-Persian Dictionary, Jewish History for

the Youth, a chronometer and Ofegh-BINA
magazines were among its works presented in
the exhibition. The Farsi translations of old
books and the Torah were great attractions in its
pavilion.
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The Ofegh-BINA quarterly was also one of the
great attractions in the press fair. The quarterly
was taken up during various side activities of
the press fair, including in the speech of Haroun
Yashayaei, the head of the Iranian Jewish
Committee.
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Furthermore, Iranian Muslims began to get a closer view of Jewish society. They found that many
old ideas about Jewish life and values that had been taught to them or handed down by ancestors
were false. As a result of the good relations created between Jews and their Muslim compatriots,
hate and prejudice slowly gave way. Since then, this reconciliation between Iranian Jews and their
compatriots has been continuing as is evident in Islamic society.

Thus, the Jewish schools played a decisive role in forging such wholesome relations that was in fact
the start of a new life for Iranian Jewish society.

The schools of “Ettehad,” “Kourosh™ and “Ettefagh™ established in different cities had a
tremendous influence in creating such a wholesome atmosphere. However, it should be mentioned
here that it was the admission of male and female Jewish students in public schools that further
strengthened this wholesome relationship.

However, it was in 1949 that Jewish society and Jewish-run schools began to experience
tremendous changes. Jews in great numbers migrated from small cities to the big ones, specifically
to Tehran. Many Jewish organizations in cities like Kashan, Broujerd, Sanandaj, Orumiyeh and
Yazd disintegrated or closed down along with many Jewish schools.

Jewish parents were less attracted to Jewish schools in big cities, and preferred to send their
children to study in public schools.

By 1971 Jewish immigration was so rampant and the Jews so widely dispersed. particularly in big
cities, that the most important Jewish schools such as Etehad, Kourosh and, to some extent Etefaq,
were faced with a crisis in student population and eventually had to close down.

However, after the victory of the Iranian Revolution and establishment of the Islamic Republic in
1979 schools for minorities and, in particular, several schools belonging to the Iranian Jewish
society reverted to their former situation

After the revolution and approval of the new Iranian Constitution, the rights of minorities were
respected and they were allowed to have their own schools on only one condition: that only
minorities could be admitted in these schools that were to operate under the Ministry of Education.
Since the responsibility of running minority schools were placed by law in the hands of the Ministry
of Education, they were able to operate more or less permanently. However, they were faced with a
scarcity of students and, moreover, the quality of education in these schools was comparatively low.
Presently, there are only four Jewish educational institutes nationwide (in Tehran). As has been
said, the main problem in these schools is the limited number of students. In addition, although
certain educational perks are being provided such as transportation service, not to mention the
comparatively big Jewish society in Tehran, the population of Jewish Iranians in Jewish schools
remains dismally low.

At any rate, it should be noted that in spite of all the difficulties faced by Jewish schools in Tehran,
they are rated as exemplary schools. The number of students entering different levels maitches the
usual national rate. This positive situation can only be attributed to the untiring efforts of dedicated
teachers and staff’ of the Ministry of Education as well as the attention paid by families to the
education of their kids in these schools which are run as private schools for minorities.

Educational programs for the next calendar year in Jewish private schools are decided upon during
meetings attended by members of the schools' parent-teacher associations and also by education
specialists of the Cultural Committee of the Tehran Jewish Committee. Members of these
associations meet from time to time to discuss various school issues. They are determined to use all
their facilities to maintain high standards in Jewish schools in Tehran. Important decisions made
during meetings of these Committees are to be notified to their board of directors, which is
responsible for implementing them.
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The Past and Future of Jewish Private Schools in Iran:
A Brief Survey

Haroun Yashayaei

Building schools 1s a tradition in Iranian Jewish society with Iranians accustomed to building
modern schools as old-fashioned educational systems change to modemn ones.

However, even before they saw the necessity of building modern schools, Jews in Iran had the
custom of sending their young people to religious institutes to receive training in various skills in
addition to receiving religious instruction.

Over a century ago, Iranian Jews were already known to have established co-educational schools
(called “Alliance™ or “Ettehad™). They used modern teaching methods to educate students. The
schools also availed of French teaching methods to teach their students. They built schools mostly
in big cities where Jewish populations were bigger and there was a greater need for educational
facilities.

The establishment of co-educational schools in Iran not only served to teach Iranian Jews modern
educational skills but also in some way revolutionized Iranian Jewish society. The reason is that the
co-educational schools that they established also took in Muslims who then became classmates of
the Jewish students.

As a result of the new educational policy, Jews became familiar with Muslims and vice-versa. In
fact, as self-made walls (like Ghettoes) that separated Iranian Jews and Muslims broke down, their
horizons widened and Iranian Jews began seeing a country so dear to them during the past three
centuries in a clearer perspective. Their eyes were opened to the opportunities for service to their
country and nation.
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