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the number of participants showed a growth of %25
as compared to the previous year.

The classes were held on odd days of week from
9:30 1o 12:00 and these classes included Hebrew
language instruction, reciting Sidur (the Jewish
prayer book) as well as religious and Jewish cultural
education. Thursdays were also dedicated to
recreational and cultural visits and sightseeing
including cinemas, theaters of Mind Education
Center. walking in parks and visiting the Jews'
Central Library.

The ending ceremony of this two-month program
was a happy celebration in Mohebban Jews Hall, in
which students, authorities, and instructors of the
camps ook part. m

The Report on The Presence of
Iranian Mission in  the World
Conference of Memorial Foundation

for Jewish Culture
(19- 28 August 2003, Sweden)

The annual Judaism culture seminar is an annual
training research plan, which is related to Memorial
Foundation for Jewish Culture, with headquarters in
New York. In order to make the young people and
authorities of various Jewish communities of the
world familiar with each other and interchanging
experiences  and  dealing  with  problems, this
foundation is held every year. The conference 2003
th i .
was the 12" round of this program, which was held
in Sweden (camping be called “Glamsta”, belonging
to Sweden Jews® Association).
Upon recall for this seminar, of which familiarity
with English language and religious-cultural training
of Judaism were the principal pre-requisites, the
application forms were sent for 10 young persons in
Tehran and other cities, and finally, Marjan
Yashayaei, Arash Abaic and Farhad Aframian were
dispatched to the program on behalf of the Tehran
Jewish Committee.
The programs started from Wednesday 20" of
August, after introduction meeting with authorities
and attendees (near 40 individuals from differemt
countries of the world). The daily programs were
totally divided into 3 sections: making presentation
about different social and religious issues, training
workshops for studying religious texts and social
discussions, and meetings of work groups for
understanding Jewish communities.
It is necessary to note that it was the first presence of
Iranians in this seminar, so they were really
welcomed by other participants. What they thought
about the situation of lIranian Jews was really far
from reality. The Iranian participants explained the
current realities for them.
Establishing a 4-day exhibition from the cultural and
art works of Iranian Jews including magazines,
books, carpets made by the Jews and photos taken

from Iramian Jews® religious works caught the
attention of all participants,

The representatives of Tehran Association had an
active presence in all presentation meetings. group
discussions, and training  workshops.  Where
necessary, they either expressed their comments, or
interchanged their views with those of the invited
attendees and professors.

Overall, we can refer to the outcomes and results of
this trip as the following:

I- Modern  social-religious training plans  of
contemporary  Jews, some of which are
applicable in lranian society.

2- Getting familiar with culture and problems of
the Jews from other communities.

3- Making the representatives of Jews from other
parts of the world familiar with the situation of
Iranian Jews.

4- Benchmarking the experiences of other
communities in training and uniting the Jewish
youths.

5- A realistic evaluation of position and situation of
Iranian Jewish society. comparing to other
communities.

6- Presentation of new ideas to the audience by
Iranian mission, regarding the world of Islam
by Iranian mission.

Giving explanations about the world of Islam and
the proximity of many of its precepts and doctrines
with those of the Judaism, Arash Abaie, emphasized
on the necessity of religious and cultural relation as
well as dialogue with Moslem scholars, in a
roundtable, which was held at the end days of the
seminar. He mentioned some samples of the
activities and negotiations made by the authorities of
the lranian Jewish community with religious-
political leaders of the Islamic Republic in order to
resolve the misunderstandings and solving the
problems of the society, and identified these efforts
as the symbol for the deep impact of dialogues and
the mutual knowledge for a peaceful coexistence of
a religious minority community in an lIslamic
country.

While emphasizing the spiritual sacredness of Israeli
sacred lands and places before the Jews, Marjan
Yashayaei explained the lIranian Jews' attitude
towards the Israel’s political events.

It was very remarkable that the information of
participants about Iran and Iranian Jews, was very
limited and few. Even many of them did not know
the existence of the Jows’ Prophets® Tombs (Ester-
Mordechai, Habakkuk, and Daniel) in Iran, and the
significant social and religious activities of the Jews
and their usual and strong relations with their
Moslem fellow compatriots and the state authorities
surprised most of them. ]
On their return, the representatives of the Jewish
Community explained the results and outcomes
of their trip in various meetings with the
Association’s board of directors and Jewish
Students’ Organization.m
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part, discussions were made over the two lectures
made. Participants in the discussion focused on the
amalgamation of rationality with religion, taking
into consideration the title “Religious Morality.” m

Police Week
And Monotheistic Religions

On the occasion of honoring the Police week, a
conference was held in the Armenians’ meeting hall
on October 7", in which clergymen and authorities
of the religious minorities’ communities and
Disciplinary Force's commanders took part.

In this meeting, in which a great number of Tehran
Jews had been invited, Commander Talaei, the
commander in chief of the great Tehran Disciplinary
Force, took part while some of his subordinates were
accompanying him.

Haroun Yashayaei, the head of Tehran Jewish
Committee, in his speech, first congratulated the
week of Disciplinary Force to all commanders and
loyal personnel of this Force and added: in the recent
vears, police has reached what it is due, i.e. to be
respected by people. The value of Iranian police
comes from getting power from people. Later. he
mentioned “Yom-Kippur™ (the Jews® great fasting
on October 6"), and added: in most of European
countries, the Jews' synagogues are securely
guarded and a person must pass different security
and recognition parts in order to be present in such
places, and this is while in “Yom-Kippur” in 23
synagogues of Tehran, which were full of people,
there was no security problem, and the Jews carried
out their religious duties very easily and peacefully.
This peace of mind comes firstly from the respectful
and moderate spirit of Iranian people and secondly
from the strength of police force. Yashavaei referred
to the presence of the commander of Yousef Abad
Police Station (Colonel Rashidi) and his ldeological-
political deputy in Kippur Ceremony of Yousef
Abad Synagogue, and called it as an example of a
friendly relation between people and police. At the
end of his words, he said that the power of police
and supporting its performance are enforced by
execution of laws and observance of social scales.
The similarity and closeness of monotheistic
religions, was the subject of the opening speech of
Colonel Guardian General, Morteza Talaci, the chief
commander of Great Tehran's Disciplinary Region.
He emphasized that the belief in monotheistic values
of the religions, would be the cause of coordination
and cooperation of Iranian people and their
challenge against Materialism.

Talaei said: “ this common enemy, who is looking
for denying the concept of religion and monotheistic
beliefs, has been trying to deny our young people’s
beliefs through cultural, moral and social
propaganda.

The target of the meeting with followers and
authorities of other religions of the fellow
compatriots is that they have dialogue and
interchange of ideas with police, so that we could
strengthen the security and peace of the society,
through a cultural and mental Jihad.

The commander of Tehran's Police said: * the basis
for social security and discipline, is the moral
element and not a political and economical element.
Security and discipline is an involuntary process.
which automatically emerges from within the
society. Morality guards the security and discipline
and this moral system is only restricted to
monotheistic religions... so we believe religion is
able to manage an essential social, cultural and
moral system in the society and this is the police’s
approach towards the social environment.”

In this ceremony, the special tablet of Tehran’s chief
commander was given to Colonel General Talaei, by
Rabbi Yosef Hamedani Cohen, the religious
authority of Iranian Jews. m

Ordinary Regular General Meeting of

Tehran’s Jews Association

Ordinary Regular General Meeting of Tehran’s Jews
Association was held in Tehran’s Abrishami
Synagogue on 25 July 2003, in which the
representatives from Interior Ministry and a majority
of Jewish people took part. At the beginning, Dr.
Abraham Beral was elected as the age-wise
chairman and Edmond Moallemi, Shahab Shahami-
Far, Farid Yashar, Sepehr Yaghoubian, and Afshin
Seleh were elected as the board of directors of the
General Meeting, through polling.

According to the meeting agenda, Hamideh Masjedi,
the secretary of the board of directors of Tehran’s
Jews' Association, read the Annual Report of the
Board of Directors.

Later, the investigator of the board of directors,
Manoochehr Omrani presented the financial balance
report for 2002 until 2003, and Saced Foroozanfar
presented the investigators' statement.

After the questions and answers about the
performance of the board of directors, through a
written polling, Parviz Gerami, Manoochehr Omrani
and Farzad Toobian were elected as the new
investigators of the Board of Directors.m

A Report From the Summer Camping

Bases of Jewish Students

Training-Recreational camps of Jewish students
were held with the presence of 300 students from
elementary and guidance schools in four regions in
July and August of summer 2003, According to the
report provided by Eng. Robert Khaldar, the head of
the camps, the classes and recreational programs
were adequately welcomed in the current year and
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country (since 2003, out of the Presidency Budget, a
particular budget is supposed to be allocated for
cultural, sports and social activities of the religious
minorities of the country). Later, the Jews® deputy
thanked Hojjat-ol-Eslam Mohammad Khatami for
the efforts and coordination made by the
Administrative Power in dealing with the problems
of the religious minorities, and asked the president to
visit and talk to Tranian Jews’ Community, and the
President agreed to be present in one of the
Synagogues of Tehran in the near future.

* On October 28, in the open session of the Islamic
Council, in his pre-agenda speech. Jasem
Shadidzadeh, the deputy of Ahwaz spoke of the
tribal problems and difficultics of Arabs dwelling in
Khoozestan and attributed all these problems to the
seditions of the Jews and the Judaism. He even
recognized the discrepancies among Shi'as and
Sunnis in the region, emerging from Judaism. In the
meeting, the Jews” deputy severely protested against
these words. Speaking in Majlis (Parliament), he
briefly explained the history of ancient and rooted
presence of the Jews in Iran and their coordination
and cooperation with other fellow countrymen
throughout the history, especially within the years
after the war and called the claims of the deputy of
Ahwaz as being null and void, and recognized these
words as the evidence for destroying the rights of
Jewish community and the bloods of Jewish martyrs
in the Iran-Iraq imposed war.

Majority of the members of Parliament verified and
supported the protesting statements of Morris
Motamed, and the Head of Parliament, Hojjat-ol-
Eslam Karroubi, while confirming the works of the
Jews’ deputy, once more emphasized the separating
of Judaism and Zionism and congratulated the
Hebrew New Year to the Iranian Jews, and referred
to the cooperation and loyalty of this religious
minority with Iranian nation. At the end of the
meeting, making a friendly talk with Motamed,
Shadidzadeh revised his words and asked the Jews’
member of the parliament for removal of
misunderstanding.

* Following many referrals of Jewish soldiers and
their families including the problems in doing their
religious duties and supplying Kosher food in far-
reaching regions or non-Jewish dwelling cities,
several visits have been made with the Parliamentary
Deputy of the Disciplinary Force, and in an
agreement with the Jews” member in the parliament,
it was nearly agreed that the Jewish military soldiers
-after passing their training course- could pass the
remaining of their military service in the cities
where they live, so that they do not face problems in
doing their religious duties and supplying their food.

* As his Parliamentary missions, Eng. Motamed
made two foreign trips in the first half of the year
2003. On his fust trip, he traveled to Australia and
visited the Australian parliaments in  Sydney,
Canberra, and Melbourne. The Jews™ member in the
Islamic Parliament is the vice-president of the
friendship board of Iran-Australian parliaments, and
the said trip was carried out in line with fulfilling the
tasks of the board. In this mission. the member of
Jews in the parliament could find a chance to visit
and talk with the Jews and the authorities of Jews’
Association in Sydney. The Australian Jews’
Community significantly welcomed this visit. m

Religious Talks With The Presence of
The Head of Jewish Committee

On the occasion of Religions Dialogue Week (first
week of September), a religious discussion meeting
was held in the Institute for Inter-religious Dialogue
on Monday, September 17, Hojjat-ol-Eslam Seyed
Mohammad Abtahi (Head of the Institute) and
Haroun Yashayaei (Head of Tehran Jewish
Committee) were the lecturers in this meeting.

In his lecture with the title of “Religious Reactions
To Violence™ Hojjat-ol-Eslam Abtahi emphasized
the necessity of inter-religious dialogues, due to the
growth of the violence made by religious motives.
He identified radicalism and not religion as the main
cause of these violent actions, since religion does not
have a philosophy and target except peace.

Abtahi called the crisis of religious violence as the
worst kind of violence. Due to non-existence of
after-death element, in different kinds of non-
religious violence, because of hope for life, the
violent actions are likely to stop somewhere, But in
religious violence, these violent actions are unlikely
to end and stop due to penetration of spiritual and
unworldly in the crisis.

* Common values, and moral and spiritual principles
of the religions” was the title of the lecture made by
Haroun Yashayaei. He focused on the religious
moral principles around the following three areas: |-
Acceptance of Divine Religion 2- Moral Rationality
3- Social conventions

Yashayaei identified the moral principles in all
common religions being  almost  the same,
notwithstanding the difference in their execution.
Mentioning the first clause of the Old Testament’s
10 Commandments, including the necessity of
human freedom, the head of Tehran Jewish
Committee identified any radical violence as
opposite to this religious order and Divine blessing,
Later in this meeting, in which Moslem and Jewish
thinkers and scholars from other religions had taken
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A report on the activities of
Iranian Jewish member of
The Islamic Parliament

The Iranian Jews’ member of the parliament, Eng.
Morris Motamed, in the 6" period of the Islamic
Council, is one of the active members, with two
responsibilities: one as the member of Iranians in the
parliament, and the other one as a representative of
Iranian Jewish Community in the parliament. He is
not only a member of the energy commission, but
also engaged in follow-up of the technical and
economical affairs of the energy section of the
country within the legislative power, besides the
usual political and cultural investigations.
Motamed informs people of his activities in
Tehran’s large synagogues usually every month.
Meanwhile, his pre-agenda speeches are published
in details in the newspapers’ reports and sometimes
broadcasted in the programs of the Islamic Republic
of Iran’s Television. The following is an abstract
from the activities of the Jews' member of the
parliament within the first 6-month time of 2003,
which is extracted from his interview with Bina
magazine.

LR
* In April 2003, the members of religious minorities
in the parliament met with the head of judiciary
power, Ayatollah Shahroodi, in order to state some
subjects. In this meeting, the Jews' member of the
parliament referred to the problems of the religious
communities of the minoritic in the judicial
authorities of the country. Referring to the problems
of executing rule 49 of the constitutional law and
repeated rule 881 of the personal manners™ law, the
member of the parliament protested against the
procedurc of some judges- especially in the
Revolution (Enghelab) Court- in recognizing the
country’s religious minorities as infidels and
releasing votes contrary to religion and Justice, and
the head of Judiciary power promised to cooperate
in this regard.

* One of the most principal activities of the Jews’
member of the parliament and other members has
been to request and follow up the parliamentary bill
indicating the parity of the blood money of the
country official religious minorities with that of the
majority of the fellow countrymen. The bill was
considered in the council for two times, and was
ratified in each turn with at least 80% of votes. The
said bill was disagreed by the Guardian Council and
was not ratified. Following the request made by
deputies of the religious minorities including the
remittance of the bill to the Expediency Council, the
case was discussed in the judiciary and legal

commission of the parliament, and the members of
the commission approved to send the bill to the
Council with unanimity of votes.

In this regard, the deputies of the minorities in the
parliament met with the head of the Expediency
Council, Hojjat-ol-Eslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, in
May, and sought for the coordination of the
Assembly in ratifying the blood mapey’s parity bill.
Fortunately, the head of the assembly had a positive
view over the religious minorities of the country and
promised to give a priority to the bill, upon the
arrival of the bill to the Assembly. Eng. Motamed
believes the bill shall be ratified due to the positive
atmosphere in the Assembly, and it will be notified
to the legal authorities.

* Jews' deputy in the parliament along with some
other members met with Avatollah Khamenei, the
great leader on May 17. Upon his chance to speak,
the deputy thanked the favors of the great leader of
the Islamic Republic in freeing the Jewish prisoners
of Shiraz. Later, Motamed mentioned some of the
current problems, some discriminations and
injustices against the Jews, specially the
understanding and interpretation of some judges
regarding the rights of religious minorities without
attention to the rule 13 and other rules of the
Constitutional Law, specially the discrimination in
the Iranian Jews’ cases in the Revolution courts. The
great leader was also told that unfortunately, some
Jjudges of the courts, recognized the official religious
minorities as infidels and issued the verdicts against
the interests of minorities” citizens.

At the end of the meeting, Eng. Motamed asked

Mr. Khamenei to arrange a meeting with authorities
and representatives of Iranian Jews’ Community’s
organizations, and the Revolution Leader agreed to
this meeting. The meeting is supposed to be held
soon within the next few months.
* Regarding the problem of employment of
instructors and training personnel from the religious
minorities of the country in the Ministry of
Education, which —due to particular reasons- has not
been done for several years, negotiations were made
between Motamed and Bet-Kolia (Jews' and
Assyrians’ members of the parliament) and the
Minister of Education, Mr. Haji. The result of this
meeting was the agreement of the Minister with
employment of 200 individuals from the religious
minorities.

* Following a request by Morris Motamed, a special
meeting with the President was organized for
August. Speaking about some problems and
negonatmg to resolve them, Eng. Motamed, in the
meeting, thanked the President for coordinating and
allocating a budget for religious minorities of the
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they speak of whatever they like from the most
radical Zionists' bands...!

However, the attitudes of respectable and clever
Jews throughout the world against the adventurous
movements of military bands (like Sharon and
Mufaz) and the current violent actions in the
region as well as the hatred from the immoral
massacre of innocent people from both sides are
increasingly becoming more significant. If the
endless incitement and  machination of
Imperialists and destructive prejudices of some
groups from both sides permit, the peaceful and
brotherly life among Jews, Moslems and
Christians would be possible and significant in the
history.

There have been many signs for proving the
possibility of a peaceful and brotherly life among
the world Jews' Community and Israeli people.
Recently (final days of September 2003)
Shelomou Ben Aami, the Israeli former minister
of foreign affairs in an interview with “Al-
Mostaghbal”™ and *“Ha-Aretz”, newspapers,
referring to an interesting issue, says: “ there is no
logic to say one should put off the war for the
national independence, that has started with the
incentive of Islamic national wills against the
security, (a security that Palestinians are not able
to provide it unless they gain it through a civil
war)” and in another place (in an example which
resembles Sharon as a magician who burns a lion
with its mane and mace) says, “ Let these kids
(Sharon and other Israel’s military politicians)
play delusions before our eyes on the stage, so that
it might reveal that all Right wing’s methods have
reached their end, as it is seen in any real
democracy.”

And this is while at the end of this month, 27
Israeli pilots, abstained from flying over the
occupied regions, because they believed the acts
of the lIsrael’s Air Force in bombarding the
Palestinians’ camps, are immoral, and following
their disobedience, they were threatened to be
expelled from the army. Hundreds of articles and
the like reactions were distributed among the Jews
of the world and those dwelling in Israel. Of
course, in reaction to all these events, the evil-
thinkers state a proverb that they are all the same!
However, Iran’s magnanimous people never listen
to these words.

On the other hand, fortunately there is a realistic,
creative, and fair thought on course among our
fellow-Iranians, which cancels this belief of the
evil-thinkers. For example, following the
invitation made by the ministry of foreign affairs,

two Jewish clergymen from USA (Rabbi Ben
Purat and the Jewish scholar ** Marshal Breger™)
traveled to Iran on middle days of June, and met
with honorable clergymen of Shi’a in Qum. They
planned for a conference on Comparative Laws’
of Judaism and Islam’s Jurisprudence. They also
visited Islamic Communications and Culture’s
Organization. They also took part in an
introduction and discussion meeting  with
representatives from Iranian Jews' Community.
We have had such occasions since past and, God
willing, we will have more and more.

In the introduction session, in which the
representatives of the Iranian Jews” Community as
well as the said Jewish clergymen took part, there
was a subject, which was spread by some foreign
news groups especially from U.S. In one of the
discussion sessions, the authorities of Iranian
Jews” Community asked the Jewish clergymen to
tell the American Jews about whatever they have
seen relating to Iranian Jews' Community in lran.
Rabbi Ben Purat honestly replied, “ Our problem
is that if we report whatever we have seen in Iran
regarding the situation of Jewish Community, few
people in USA may believe us. We could not even
believe the existence of Jewish Community's
organizations such as schools, synagogues,
Kashrus, and various gatherings!” At the same
meeting, Rabbi Ben Purat recognized Iran’s
government’s authorities as well as authorities of
Jewish Committee answerable, since they have
not been able to reflect the realities of Iranian
Jews' life to the world. Using this deficiency, the
propaganda centers in USA could succeed in
showing the situation of lives of the religious
minorities- especially lIranian Jews- dark and
intolerable in Iran. In the same meeting, the
representatives of the Jewish community promised
to compensate the past shortages.

I conclude this part with reminding the authorities
of the Iranian Jewish Community with their
responsibility against reflecting the realities of
Iranian Jews’ lives for addressees inside and
outside of the country. I should explain that the
Iranian Jewish Community could have healthy and
brotherly relations with their fellow compatriots
and authorities of the Islamic republic of Iran, and
we continue our negotiations for removing some
current discriminations and problems through
legal channels.

Our young people in Stockholm have undertaken
a part of this duty and have done their best. We do
appreciate them... m



o et

r

Pg
PS!J"_"""!'!'"J,‘;H -

64

i 3

 oreci BINA

Cultural, Social and News magazine of

"TEHRAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
‘Vol. 5, No. 21, August - November 2003

11172 pox

“Ofegh BINA nHebrewmeans “Horizon of Knowledge”

Managing Director: Haroun Yashayaei Editor-in-chief: Arash Abaie

Assistants in this Issue: Farhad Aframian (Subscription), Dr. Yunes Hamami Lalezar (Religion),

Sima Moghtader, Mahyar Cohen Bash, Liora Saeed, Sara Hai, Bijan Asef, Elham Moadab, Maryam Hanasabzadeh,
Rahman Delrahim, Albert Shadpour, Shergan Anvarzadeh, Robert Shirazian.

Computer Support: Computer Center of Tehran Jewish Committee

Type setting & page layout: Nastaran Jazeb

Cover design: "Kadous Negareh” Interior cover photos: Davod Goharian
Add: # 385, 3rd Floor, Sheikh Hadi St. 11397-33317, Tehran - Iran

Tel: (+98 21) 6702556 Fax: (+98 21) 6716429
Internet Site: www. iranjewish.com

E-mail: bina@iranjewish.com

ABSTRACTS

Editorial

Iranian Jews
and The World Jewish Community

Haroun Yashayai

Three individuals representing Iranian Jewish
Youths took part in a conference in Sweden,
August 19-28, the report of which is published in
this edition of “Ofegh-Bina.”

Since this presence is in line with the activi.ies of
Tehran Jewish Committee for establishing a
cultural contact with non-political sections of
Jewish communities in different parts of the
world, it is very important.

Establishing this communication with the World
Jewish Community is essential in  differemt
aspects. Below you will find two important
aspects of this communication:

First of all. because the people of the world,
especially the Jews get to know that Jewish
Iranians are not solitary people living in a far
island, but they appreciate their valuable heritage
of being an lranian Jew. They guard their history
and common reflection of Iranian honorable
culture as well as principles of prophetic Judaism
with their full strength and regard themselves both
as Iranian and at the same time a part of the world
Jewish community.

Secondly. the Jews' lives and other religious
minorities’ are not dark, as some overseas-
dwellers and mouthpieces claim it. The reality is
that all Jewish-dwelling cities of Iran have
synagogues and there are no limitations for Jews
to do their religious duties. In addition, there are
various  organizations, Jews'  Associations,
schools, kindergartens, gymnasiums for youths,
Dr. Sapid Grand Hospital, the Jews" elders” house,
religious slaughterhouses, and Kosher meat
products, offices for registration of religious
marriages, other issues indicating identities and
requirements of Jews’ Community in lran. It is
interesting to mention that you cannot find some
of these facilities in some European countries.

In the recent years, the presence of the members
of lranian Jews' Community in the world
conferences have become of essence due to some
special reasons, the most important of which is
frustrating the insistence of a few evil-thinkers for
merging all Jewish communities and individuals,
and laying stress on an unquestionable support
from Zionists’ organizations and Jews® lobby in
USA or Europe. In the meantime, some of these
evil-thinkers have made this vision and idea, as
the basis for anti-Zionist violent propaganda and
they constantly speak about the accusations,
which disturb everybody, and identify these
accusations as revealed revelations. In practice,
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