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and farm, have been banned to take
part in the war, Before starting the
war, the commanders of the army are
bound to talk with the troops and ab-
solve from the war those who have
fear. In case the enemy surrenders,
it will be secure and even after the
viclory, we have to observe the bor-
ders and limits (Bible, Gate 19 and
Gate 20).

In the viewpoint of the Sacred Book,
peace is not limited to a specific group
or time and place, and God has
blessed all the world and all the chil-
dren of Ebrahim with peace. (Bible,
Gate 12, Verse 2).

Even, the value of this concept
(peace) is s0 high that when the God
wants to bless a group, he blesses
them with Peace (Psalams , Gate 29,
Verse 11). It is the religious duty of
the Jews to make efforts to establish
peace, friendship and justice in the
world. (Isaiah 11, Verse 9-11}, “There
shall be no badness and harm in the
land of God, and the world shall be
filled with Knowledge of God, the
same as seas that are filled and cov-
ered with water”.

Giod is the main protector of peace in
the world, and if the wicked and the
oppressors plan for initiation of war
and oppression and they intend to
eliminate the peace, God will fight
with them. “The wicked are ready to
attach the deprived and the under-
privileged and destroy the devoted,
but their swords will strike into their
own hearts and their bows will be
broken”. {Psalams , Chapter 37,
Verses 14 and 15).

Adherence and respect to peace are
the initial and certain requirements of
fortune and are considered as avoid-
ance from badness and Keeping
tongue from backbiting. “Oh, my
children. listen to me, who is looking
for fortune and long life. So you are
to keep your tongues far from bad-
ness and keep your mouth far from
useless words, and stick to peace”
(Psalams , Gate 34, Verses 12-15).

Peace and Shalom have got such &
high position in religion and sacred
book that God announces 1o the
people of the world the complete
peace as the most important element
for salvation and according to the sa-
cred book, the full and global peace,
it is the biggest gift of the lifesaver
of the world to all human beings:

“all his enjoyment shall be in abeyance
from God, he will judge according to
Justice, and avenge on the evil-doers,
wolf and lamb will live next to each
other, leopard and kid will sleep in one
grove. Calf will feed milk and a child
will be their shepherd and there shall
be no evil and harm in the land of

- God." (Isaiah, Gate 11, Verse 9-11)

In fact in that time, the world will
neither be in the cease-fire state, nor
in the cold war, nor peace, armored,
but the real peace shall govern the
world and no weapon shall be re-
quired and all the power of the man
shall be used in construction and
welfare,

“God will put an end to the wars be-
tween all nations and they shall
change their swords to plow and
their lance 1o saw and the nations shall
no more think of war.” (Isaiah, Gate
2, Verse 4)."

In that time, since judgment is trans-
ferred to the most just judge (God),
fear will leave the world and peace
and security will cover the world, so
that there shall be no need for train-
ing of military technigues.

“God will judge among our nation and
he shall end the disputes of the great
powers in far lands. They will break
their swords and lances for building
plows and clippers. No nation shall use
swords against the other, and they will
not leam war, and everybody shall live
in his house in peace and security, be-
cause there is nothing which may cause
fear.” (Miki, gate 4, Verses 3 and 4),
In addition to the Sacred Book, we
can also find many discussions about
peace in other Jewish resources, in
which they have considered the pro-

maotion of peace identical 1o goodness
and benefaction. Hilel says: “you are
advised to like peace and promote it
and like the creatures. (Talmud)
And this is so much emphasized that
we read: “the basis of Judaism edu-
cation is the dissemination of peace.”.
(Talmud). Rabbi Eliezer believes that
Peace is the most important lesson
of the Prophets’ educations and Rabhi
Meir believes that “Peace is the big-
gest creation of God.".

Based on the theory of Rabban
Shimon Ben Gamliel, the world sits
on three columns: “justice, honesty
and peace™ and Rabbi Muna believes
that these three columns are indeed
of one nature and he has taken hu-
mor and comedy, which bring peace
for the human beings, as authorized
and even good item,

Many of the Jewish theologians and
speakers, specially Rabbi Hanina, be-
lieve that establishment of peace and
the protection thereof are one of few
orders that do not begin with “when-
ever” or “when”, and it is not limited
to time, space or a specific person
and it is always effective, so that it is
essential for the Jews to pray for
Peace in every couniry they live.

On the other hand, the concept of
peace in Judaism is not only limited
to the inter-nation or intra-nation re-
lations, but the subject of peace has
many times emphasized in relations
between the members of the family
“Shalom Habit”, even the peace in-
side a person has been emphasized,
and such orders like praise and saini-
hood of the Sacred day *Saturday™
in which the Jewish person does not
use working tools and he/she is less
engaged in changing the nature, are
exercises for internal peace and
Shabbathh is a small window 1o the
world of God, in which peace and
perfection are governing.
Hope for a day when real peace shad-
ows on the world and all human be-
ings and other creatures of the Almighty
feel the real meaning of “Shalom”.



Dir. Siamak Moreh Sedgh

In Hebraic language, the term “Sha-
lom™ is used for peace, but the mean-
ing of “Shalom” is much broader than
“Non-existence of war™.

From etymological point of view, this
word roots from Salasi and it is has
the same root as “Shalem”, meaning
being complete, well, to become
lucky, become healthy, consistency
and a good situation; and this word
in the Bible, Gate 15, Verse 16 and
Bible, Gate 33, Verse 18, means be-
ing complete, and specially regarding
Giate 33, Verse |8, according to Rabbi
Shelomu Yis'haghi, the great inter-
preter of Bible, the word has been
used in all the above mentioned defi-
nitions, and from the viewpoints of
Judaism, Shalom is a basis of evolu-
tion and conjunction to God.

Even in some cases in the Bible, the
word “Shalom” is defined as definite
goodness and it is brought as the ant-
onym of badness. Isaiah, Gate 45,
Verse 7 and in Bible, Gate 34, Verse
21 and in the Book of Kings, we see
two uses of the word, meaning “hon-
esty”. So we can say that the peace,
evolution, goodness, honesty, in con-
nection to each other, have one single
definition.

The importance of a definition in one
culture id directly related to the fre-
quency of the use of the correspond-
ing terms in the same culture, In the
Bible, the word *Shalom™ has been
used 273 umes as “Tanankh™, In ad-
dition, in everyday culture of the
Jews, the term “Shalom™ has got vari-
ous applications,

1- The use of the term “Shalom™ in
the clause “Shalom Alechem™ means
wishing peace and health for the au-
dience, which is very common among
all Jews of the world and its has a

common Sami root with the “Salam
Alavkom”.

2- The use of the term “Shabat Sha-
lom" for expressing respect in the
Shabat Day, specially in Eastern com-
munities of “Mizrahi™ and *Sefaradi”,
although a group of Ashkenazi Jews,
use this term with the root of “Yid-
dish” with the same implication.

3- For greetings in Hebraic language,
the most common terms root from
Ma Shlomcha

singular masculine

Ma shlomchen

plural feminine and masculine or plu-
ral masculine

Ma Schlomech

singular feminine

Ma schlomechen

Plural feminine

4- The term “Alav Hashalom™ is equal
to “Alayhessalam” (Peace be upon
him" and it is used for the prophets
and the deceased.

5- The term “ Oseh Hashalom™, to
enshrine God, and it is repeated to
establish and develop peace in the
world and among all creatures in
*grace after meals”, *Ghaddish™, and
in all personal sections of the praver,
6- The use of the word “Shalom” as
the name of people and places, is a
strong Jewish tradition, which are
used for such clergymen like “Rabbi
Shalom Karami”, “Rabbi Shalom
Shanta™ and *Yousef Shalom Elisha”
and the pseudonym of the famous
writer “Shalom Alekhem”. On the
other hand, such feminine names like
“*Sholamit”, “Shelomit™, “Shelomozin™
and “Shalomeh” and masculine names
like “Shelomi™ derive from the word
“Shalom™,

7- In the Jews' viewpoint, the most

sacred city of the world is the city of
peace “Jerusalem”,

B- In viewpoint of the Jewish speak-
ers, “Shalom™ is one ol the titles of
the Creator of the World.

9- In Kabbala, “Shalom” is used as a
cosmos-related term, and it is the
cause of creating coordination in cos-
mos.

To explain more precisely, as we men-
tioned before, the concepts of peace
and Shalom in the Jewish tradition are
beyond relinquishing war, cease-fire
or not participating in the war. Sha-
lom or peace is a status in which one
from inside or outside, and one na-
tion from inside and outside and all
human beings and let's say all the
world are complete, noble, perfect
and in the best conditions possible,
Peace has always had a key role in
the thoughts of the Judaism as well
as in the Sacred Book and Telmoud
(Mishna & Gemara) and it has been
repeatedly emphasized in all above-
mentioned resources. Peace in Juda-
ism is used with respect to family and
personal dimension, in addition to the
external aspect, and much emphasis
has been put on each of these dimen-
sions.

Even when war is inevitable, before
the war begins, during and even after
the war, various rules have been de-
veloped to prevent war and reduce the
destructive effects thercof. In the
rules of the Kings we read; “you are
to avoid war, before you examine all
peaceful ways™. On the other hand,
raiding, assaulting women and chil-
dren, cutting trees and non-insistence
on peaceful treatment have been
strongly prohibited. On the other hand,
those have just married, or built a new
house or constructed a new garden



Regarding the pilgrimage trip of the Jews from
the Tomb of Harav Oursharga in the city of
Yazd, Hassan Sarbakhshian, the photographer
and journalist of Associated Press. and
Parvaneh Fahidmanesh the Jowrnalist of the
Cultural Heritage Department, prepared a spe-
cial report for Gogh Bina magazine, which
report i published here for your informarion.

Every year, in 28th of Hebraic month
“Heshvan®, Iran's Jews gather at the tomb
of the Haray Ourshargn to respeet the promi-
nent position of this Jewish mystic and re-
ligious scientist and benefit from his boun-
ties more and more. Either before or after
his death, he was (and still is) and a famous
scientist among the Jews and non-Jews of
Yuzd and Iran. In the current vear, more than
500 Irunian Jews from all over the couniry
gathered in Yazd and they put flowers on
the tomb of this religious leader, who died
more than 200 yvears ago.

AUE:00 a.m, almost all the buses gathered in
the old region of Masjed-e-lameh (General
Mosque), which leads to the Jews' district
in Yazd, in which there are two old syna-
gogues which still have prosperous activity,
and they were ready to transfer the Jews.
People and shopkecpers strangely look at
the mass of population who are heading for
Hadash Synagogue and they carry candles,
which they have bought from candle-selling
old man opposite the Mosque. When | walk
from the earthen alleys of Yazd and | pass
from the short and old corridors of the Syna-
gogue and get to its pleasant yard, | encoun-
ter an astonishing ballyhoo, | see a large num-
ber of people, and the voice of prayer and
devotion, laughs and greetings, new friend-
ships and people who are recciving the
breakfast dishes reveal the live presence of
the peaple who are and will be alive.

With my eyes | pause on the faces of the
pilgrims who have come to this place from
different cities and regions. 3 buses from
Tehran, one bus from Shirez, one bus from
Isfihan and those people who have arrived in
Yaid by their own cars or irain, to get benefit
from this spiritual aimosphere. | hear the sc-
clamation and this is a | 3-year old boy who,
as of this date, has got to the age of Bar-
Mitzvah, and can join the Jewish men. He is
very lucky that his adolescence is celebrated
at the presence of this population and with
this manner, Chocolates are thrown to the air
and acclamation and cheers continue, Every-
one has chosen a comer and the members of

every tour have gathered together. Local bread,
Halva Ardeh (a special sweet), eggs, the smell
of the tea and the voice of o man who is read-
ing Bible, Life is going on in this place and
one has a strange feeling.

Aron and Mishkan are in the yvard of the
Synagogue. Men take out the holy Bible
from the stand. Bible is brought to the
Mishkan. The crowd stand up. Different
nccents and languages, next to each other,
respect the one and only God. All this en-
thusiasm and devotion are due to the man
for whom the monotheists still gather at his
tomb alter 200 vears since his death.

Old women and mothers standing on the
platforms of the yard are looking at the
voung girls, whose chance for marriage may
arrive one of these days. Zhila says she has
come here 1o select a wife for her son and
she will ask the Harav Oursharga to make

them fortunate. An old man from Shiraz has

chosen a girl from Tehran and she is looking
for a paper and pen to write her phone num-
ber. Sometimes fathers come to help the
mothers and 20 there are many proposals
here. Zarrabian says; “such places are the
best ones for finding the future spouse. 1L is
a difficult job for the minorities to find a
spouse and these places allow us 1o have a
better selection.”

Some of the voung people and the Jews have

also eome. The young people whose noises

double the spirit and joy of the atmosphere.
Sometimes old men are seen telling their re-
membrances for their friends and young people.
Parviz Minaei who has organized the travel of
ane of the buses from Tehran talk about his
remembrances and about his relatives who
have immigrated, Those who were present in
the past years and now their seat is empty.

Around 10:00 AM, the crowd are scattered
from the eastern side of General Mosque
(Masjed-e-Jameh), which is a Jewish neigh-
borhood in order visit the historical city of
Yazd. Most of the people go to Bazaar and
they come hack to the buses with bags full
of souvenirs from Yazd. Then, they go 1o
the Tomb of Harav Oursharga and the 2 sons.
The tomb of Harav Harav Ourshargn is situ-
ated in a large area with young olive and
pine and ... tress. On the way to Cursharga
Tomb, there are some graves, on which no
name is engraved, but they seem to be very
old. On the transom of the tomb, next to the
name of Harav Oursharga ben Harav
Samouel, 135th descendant of the Prophet
David, and the two sons, the Date 17 lloul

5756, equal to Seplember 1996 which shows
the endeavors of Isaac Goharian and the
Jewish Community inside and outside the
country in reconstruction and renovation of
his tomb, The Jews gather at his tomb and
pray. There is a special silence in the small
space of the tomb, A young person weeps
and somebody has called to seek praying. A
lady passes by and she talks about the be-
nevolences of the mystic Oursharga , who
could find the secretes of people by looking
at their faces. Dian says; “Harav Oursharga
was able to teach the Bible from the mouth
of Elyahou Hannavi , and there is a quoia-
tion from Harav Bal Shem Toub that, al-
though there was a long distance between
them, but he has been in contact with him.”

The crowd put their oblations into a small
box opposite the tomb. Daniela, n Tehrani
10-year old girl prays for health of all people
and she prays for her father David and her
maother. She says she has come so that Harav
Oursharga  may satisfy her need. Hadich
Minaei wants to be successful in all stages
of her studies and Albert says he likes 1o
marry with his beloved girl and he hopes
luck and fortune for himself.

I look at the garden and the olive and palm
trees, There is no shelier for the pilgrims 10
escape from the noon hot sunshine of Yazd,
but they are sitting on the platforms of the
garden and praying.

We come out from Harav Ourshargn 's tomb.
My companions are waiting for us in the
shadow of the trees to come back to Tehran,
In their faces, | can see a full hope to tomor-
row, a hope one can find in a pious person
ufter a spiritual day. The bus moves and
everybody says goodbye 1o vazd and Harav
Oursharga . When | sit in the bus, [ review
the history of Jews' presence in Iran and |
stare at the faces of every individual com-
panion. One from Touyserkan, another from
Isfahan, the other from Shirsz, and another
night and it stops a1l Qom roadside so tha
men read Tefila. And this is the presence of
God in all minutes of human being... The
nearby passengers and cars look at Jewish
men surprisingly and anyone asks a ques-
tion. | point out the spires of the mosque
behind us; and | say; “and the God of the
world is one and only God™,

We arrivie at Tehran at midnight. Everybody
moves towards their homes. The trip is now
over, but the trip of life and living as a hu-
man is still going on.



Dr. Moslem Bahadori- Pathology Professor

lost one of its glitterati and deans. Dr.
Ebrahim Beral , the professor and founder
of Pathology Clinical Sciences, spent
mﬂmﬁﬂmimwﬁfnh

day 15 August 2007 and he left his friends
and students with grief and sorrow,

Professor Beral was born in Tehran in
1920. After passing his elementary school
studies and later his secondary school
studies in Iranshahr High School he suc-
cessfully passed the entrance examina-
tion of university of Tehran in 1938 and
enmolled in the field of Medical Sciences
at the Faculty of Medicine. He finished
his MID course in the vear 1944, after pass-
ing his thesis with an excellent grade.
After passing 3 years of general medical
services, due 1o his interest in medical
laboratory sciences he started to teach
and work in laboratories of the university
and in the year 1949 he could pass the
examination for selection of medical labo-
ratory sciences assistant with a good
grade and he began learning this branch
of science in Sinn Hospital as an assis-
tant. After successfully passing this
course, he took part in the competition
for Clinical President (assistant
professorjand in 1953 he was elected as
the president of the Laboratory Clinic of
Sina Hospital, In the year 1963, Dr, Beral
was elected as the associate professor of
the Pathology Clinical Sciences Depari-
ment and in the year 1975, upon the vote
of the Distinctive Board, he was assigned
as the full professor of the same field.
During his term of service, Dr. Beral never
accepted the governmental responsibili-
ties and he spent all his efforts in Sina
Hospital and he continued teaching and
learning in this hospital untif the end of
his academic service, when he was re-
tired. At least 20 years of this period, i.e.
from 1970 to 1990, he was presiding the
clinical laboratory and blood transfer sec-

tion of the hospital. L, the writer of these
lines, had a close cooperation with Pro-
fessor Beral in Pathology Section of Sina
Hospital since 1969,

We should admit that in those times, in
terms of laboratory, Sina Hospital as one
of the well-known medical centers, had
the first role in teaching laboratory medi-
cal associate professors. Most of the spe-
cial practical examinations of this field were
carried out in Sina Hospital. There are few
educated specialists in this majestic field
in Iran who do not consider themselves
the students of Professor Beral either
directly or inclirectly,

During this period, one of the Professor's
contributions was the supplying of ma-
terials and updating the laboratory equip-
ments, which contribution is really a hard
work whether in that time or in the present
time. Al that time, for several years, lran
did not have Blood Transfer Organiza-
tion and the Laboratory of Sina Hospital
wats one of the important centers for sup-
plying blood, because such sectors like
orthopedic surgery and urological dis-
deceased professors like, Professor Adl,
Dr. Amir Kia, Dr. Loghmanolmolk, Dr.
Meotamed, Dr. Kiafar and Dr. Nasirpour
and many associate professor colleagues
from different active medical centers and
laboratory of the Hospital rendered all its
services free of charge and moreover it
educated specialists due to deficit of the
number of specialists in medical labora-
tory sciences. At the beginning of the
Revolution, the professor was also the
manager of the clinical laborstory and pa-
thology group of the Faculty of Medi-
cine. He was also the secretary of the
Board of Examiners for the Laboratory of
the Special Medical Education Council
for several periods.

Professor Dr. Bernl was one of the most
eminent experts of Medical Labomtory
Sciences. He was also active in different
stale organizations, like Ministry of
Health, Forensic Medicine Organization

and the Medical System Organization.
During his term of service in the Univer-
sity, he was the counseling professor of
more than 27 theses in MD level and Spe-
cialty level. He was the member of the
bouard of arbitrators in a large number of
theses. He wrote many papers in his own
field of specialty and he has been the

-author of various books in medical labo-

“Laboratory courses™ in three volumes,
which was published by Tehran Univer-
sity Printing House in the year 1967, This
book is one of the reference books in the
person in Iran who initiated the method
for carrying out hormonal tests, and he
founded the Elayza method for different
laboratory works, He was one of the
founding members of Clinical Laboratory
Special and Scientific Associations and
he himself was a regular member of these
associations. In the fourth congregation
held for appreciation of mentors and pio-
neer professors of the University of
Tehran, he was appreciated and in the
annual pathology congress, he was in-
troduced as the role model.

Amiri, died 6 years ago, and the professor
was greatly affected by her death. The prod-
uct of their marriage his been 5 sons, who all
have higher educations in lran, Frince and
United States. These 5 sons are themselves
the honors of the people of this country.
No one will forget the professor's effon,
compassion and non-stop persistence in
developing and completing the medical
laboratory sciences and educating spe-
cialists for this medical field as well as
rendering services to patients, specially
the patients of the hospital which has
given service to the deprived. We express
our condolences to his children and fam-
ily, all university authorities, physicians
and specialists, and more of all to Iran
Pathologists Society, and we hope God
remission. Be his soul happy.

Tehran- August 2007



age not related to the goal of the Asso-
ciation,

Following the execution of the contract,
efforts were made to change the usage
of the said land and finally the relevani
authorities of Tehran Municipality and
Commission for Art. 5 of the High Coun-
cil of Iran Urban Planning and Architec-
ture agreed to the change of the usage
of the land and the operations for con-
struction of a cultural and sport complex
with a foundation of almost 7,000 Sgm.
staried.

This project was approved by Commis-
sion for Art. 5 and it includes standard

The second conference of [ranian Jewish
Youths was held in Tehran in August
2007, with effonts of Youths Commitiee
and cooperation of the Cultural Commit-
tee and the assistance of the Board of
Directors of Jewish Association,

In this conference, which continued for
4 days from 26th August to 30th Ao-
gust, 38 youths from 12 cities were
present.

The inaugural ceremony was officially
held in the library of Tehran Jewish As-
sociation, with introduction of the
invitees and authorities, Holding edu-
cational workshops, visiting Lovian
Synagogue, Dr. Sepir Hospital, Jewish
Old People's Home, and the Jewish
Committee Building, also holding a cel-
ebration in the Music Center of the As-
sociation, were among the programs of
this conference.

After giving a short introduction about
the situation. the attendees explained
the audience about the history and so-
cial status of their own cities.

One of the other programs of this con-
ference, was the friendly meeting of the
participants with the Jewish Iranians'
Representative in the Islamic Consul-

halls for saloon sports with seats for the
fans, a pool with side facilities, celebra-
tion hall, amphitheater, conference hall,
nastics, chess, classrooms and multi-
purpose halls, library, restaurant as well
as administrative buildings and the meet-
ing room for the board of directors of
Jewish Committeeand other reguired
rooms and facilities, including parking
lots.

Due to the location of the land, and in
order to make the maximum use of the
potentialities of the land, the architec-
tural plan of the complex was prepared

tative Assembly, members and inspec-
tors of the Association's board of di-
rectors in Kurosh Complex.

In the closing ceremony, which were held
with the presence of the representatives
and servers of Tehran Jewish Commu-
nity in Mohebban Hall, after citing some
verses from the Bible and its translation,
the Choral group of Tehran Jewish Stu-
dents Organization and Folkloric Music
Group of the Music Training Center pre-
presents were also granted o the par-
ticipants and teachers of the workshops.
s 4 commemoration,

Finally, the holders of the conference
thanks the efforis and assistance of
dear friends and esteemed professors,
who have helped us to hold this con-
ference as good as possible.

The holding Board:

Mikaeil, Shahab Shahamifar, Elham
Moadab.

In charge of Provision: Navid Haroon
Shili

In charge of public relations: Eliza
Shekasteh Band

In charge of Computer: Natan Namdar

ism in landscaping. Necessary mea-
ﬂmwmhkmtﬂnhuhmedplm

mits and the final approval of the project
from the Commission for Art. 5 of the
High Council of Urban Planning and
Architecture. Presently, the project is
in the final stages of obinining the con-
struction permit from Tehran Dist. 6
Municipality.

Colleagues: Behdad Michael, Rahim
Moghtader, Kiarash Daghighinik,
Shervin Shahrad, Azadeh Ben Zakaria,
Pouya Daniali, Naghmeh Arlbzadd.
Mona  Arabzadeh, Shahram
Poursetareh, Sunaz Neyestani, Rahel
Rahimi Moghaddam, Maziar Daniali,
Nava Aghabala, Saman Kahen, Asal
Rahmani,
Presenters of the Closing Ceremony:
Aidin Barkhordari, Delaram Ambzadeh,
Naghmeh Arabzadeh,

Titles of the Workshops:

1- Essence of Philosophy (Dr. Siamak
Moreh Sedgh)

2- (Why am 1 a Jewish?) (Dr. Younes
HamaniLatelt

3- Cultural Identity; Farhad Aframian
4- What we don't know from sexual
5- Self-examination- Shahram Shahrad
7- Development- Dr. Babak Sedaghat
Kamal

D :.'E]. zaticoal Mysagement;

9- Women's rights in Judaism; Marjan
Yashayaee .

10- NLP; Lioura Saced



To: Head of Persian Program of VOA
With due regards;

Whereas in the program of 3 September
2007, which were presented by Mr.
Jamshid Chalangi and two so-called ex-
perts in religious minorities and human
in relation to construction of the Iran
Jews' cultural, social and sport complex
were set forth, it's necessary 1o have the
following points broadeasted from that
program in order to correct the issues
presented and illumination of the public
thoughts:

1- Construction of this complex has been
one of the ambitions of Jewish Iranian
Community, which has not been put to
action since before revolution.

2- Since before the revolution, all reli-
gious minorities have had similar sport-
cultural complex, in which they run their
activities with full liberty and based on
their religious principles, examples of

In the ceremony held on 2 September of
the current year (10 AM), with the pres-
ence of Eng, Mohammad Saeidikia (Min-
ister of Housing and Urban Planning)
and the authorities of Tehran Municipal-
ity Dist. 6, and Rabbi Sedighpour, the
religious authority of Iran's Jews, Mor-
ris Motamed (Jews' representative in the
Islamic Consultative Assembly, members
of Tehmn Jewish Committeeand some of
our coreligionists, the first pickaxe for
construction of the Jewish Cultural-Sport
and Social Center was stroke to the
ground,

Imn's Jewish community, in spite of pos-
sessing numerous properties, has al-
ways been dreaming of a suitable com-
plex which can reply different needs of

which are Ararat Club for the Christians
and Zoroastrians Complex.

3- It should be noted that none of the
religious minorities is prohibited to at-
tend Iran's public sport complexes and
what the presenter has stated is the prod-
uet of his own mind and it is in contra-
diction to the current realities of Iran and
the broadeasted program is not commu-
nicating a message excepl the abasing
of Iran religious minorities and denial of
their brotherly relation with Iranian
people. Obviously, the presence of the
Minister of Housing and Urban Planning
and the Deputy of Tehran Municipality
and Deputy of the Organization of Physi-
cal Education, as invited by the Jews
Community, is a sign of interaction be-
tween Prophet Ebrahim's Religions in
Iran and the respects of the Governmen-
tal Authorities to lranian Jews.

4- The total population of Iranian Jews
is presently 25,000 persons, out of which

the society, specially those of the
youths, and the scattered buildings of
the intemnal organizations and entities of
the society have neither protected their
dignity nor satisfied their miscellaneous
needs,

In the past 40 years, The idea for con-
struction and establishment of the Jew-
ish Center has always been one of the
concemns of the authorities of the Com-
munity and many follow-ups and activi-
ties have been carried out in this regard,
one of which is the purchase of a piece
of land in Sheikh Bahaei St., whose title
was taken from the Association under
the corresponding laws, upon the oceur-
rence of the Islamic Revolution.

With the continuous follow-ups of the

more than 50% are residing at Tehran and
there is no evidence proving the pres-
ence of the Jews in Sistan & Baluchestan
in the past 100 years.

It is obvious that the Jewish Iranians,
who have been coexisting with the rest
of Iranian people for many centuries, do
nol pay attention to these baseless ru-
mors and the experiness of the spiteful
persons. [f the expents of this program
do not have exact information about Ira-
nian Jews, please contact the Jewish
Committees in Tehran and other cities
and the Agency office, Iran Jews Repre-
sentative in the Consultative Assembly
to receive comrect information dispassion-
ately information.

Eng. Morris Motamed
Iran Jews Representative in Islamic
Consultative Assembly

Dr. Siamak Moreh Sedgh
President of Tehran Jewish Comminee

authorities of the Jewish Community, the
representatives of the Jewish Commu-
nity in different rounds of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly, the negotiations
carried out by Eng. Morris Motamed and
since no result was obtained regarding
the return of the afore-mentioned land
1o the Jews Community, finally Tehran
Province Housing and Urban Planning
General Department agreed to transfer
of a piece of land with an area of approxi-
mately 3200 Sgm. near the facilities of
Telecommunication Co. in Sheikh Bahaei
St. (North 1o the former land, which be-
longed to the Jews Association) against
receiving the consideration thereof, and
this land was transferred to Jewish
Committeein the year 2004 with the us-



precise and deep look at the Jewish mi-
nority in the couniry, and to prevent
some sanctimonious people 1o become
subterfuge of the sell-seckers outside the
community, in the framework of consci-
entiously defense from the religion which
is typically accompanied with personal
maliciousness and/or deployment
against specific people or individuals.
Religion is the basis of heart awareness
and the those members of the society
with aware hearts should always pay at-
tention to this fact that the meanness and
irrational dogmatic behaviors provide the
best grounds for the Iranian Jewish Com-
munity 1o be immolated.

This is while the foreign opportunists
place the simple-minded friends inside
the country as their sordid political tar-
gets 1o destroy the Islamic Republic of
Iran System, through the use of their own
mass media and provoking these sight-
less emotions.

The men of religion are expected to avoid
superstition and oversimplification

With reference to the negotiations and
resolutions of the meeting dated 26 Au-

In reply to the shameful speeches of the
Chancellor of the University of Colom-
bia and the scurrifous behavior of some
people and their gathering. the Telwan,
Shiraz, Isfahan Jews Assoctarions and the
Representative of Jewish Community in
the Islamic Consultarive Assembly, is-
sued a manifest which follows:

The riots and disorders and abrupt be-
haviors which happened by some of the
pretenders of free speech and democracy
during the Islamic Republic of Iran's
president’s trip, once again proved that
the pretenders of free speech and democ-

through a religious consideration and try
to protect the unification and historical
and religious life of the lranian Jews. In
this line, the men of religion of the new
generation must aim at co-assistance and
consistency among different generations
of the society so that they can establish
a link between all stratums of the society
who have different views,

On the other hand, the intellectual people
of the Jewish community must have this
in their mind that each of such entities
like religious authority of the Jewish com-
munity, Jewish Committeeand the Repre-
sentative of the Iran"s Jewish Commu-
nity in Islamic Consultative Assembly,
are acting in a larger society, i.e Iran, and
they represent the identity of the Jewish
Community, and any ol their expressions,
which directly or indirectly, creates
doubits in validity of the official entities,
can be accompanied with the enormous
danger of the confidence on existing en-
tities to be lost and with feeling instabil-
ity and insecurity along with dissension

gust 2007 in Tehran Jews Association's
board of directors, and as per clause -4
of the Articles of Association, Rabbi
Soleiman Sedighpour, who is known for
good records and reputation, is intro-
duced as the religious authority of Iran's
Jews for obtaining the Marriage and Di-

racy have only considered the superfi-
cial aspects of these concepis.

It is obvious that any riot and stress does
not comply with the viewpoinis of
Prophet Judaism and based on the edu-

«cations of Prophet Moses, the Jews be-

lieve that we must talk in a healthy and
peaceful atmosphere, far from any ten-
sion.

Since this behavior has been concen-
trated on the Republic of Iran's president
who is the representative of Iranian
people, Iran Jews strongly condemn
these discourtesies and self-wills and
they insist on the strong will of the Is-

and scattering in the Jewish community,
Through a historical look at the change of
religious authority among the Jewish
Commumity, we can realize the principle of
religious authority, which is indicative of
religious dynamism, because unlike other
religious communities in which the reli-
gious authority is given to their succes-
sors upon their death, In this community,
there has been a shift in the life of the
religious authorities and this could be re-
garded as a forte. OFf course, this shift will
lead to some challenges, but through the
use of past experiences and educating the
pious and knowledgeable people who are
able to acquire the requirements, we can
overcome the said challenges,

It is hoped with the wisdom of the new
religious authority and their committed
behavior and with the support of the
right-minded and religious society of
Jewish Iranians, we will see the protec-
tion and dynamism of the religious iden-
tity and the pure causes of Judaism, far
from any tension and conflict.

vorce Registry Office of Tehran Jews and
for supervision on the religious issues
of Iran's Jews and for obtaining the reli-
gious orders of the Judaism.

Best regards,
Tehran Jewish Commiites

lamic Republic of Iran Sacred System in
efforts to create a fair peace throughout
the world.

1- Eng. Morris Motamed, the represen-
tative of the Jews in Islamic Consulta-
tive Assembly
2- Dr. Siamak Moreh Sedgh, President
3- Javid Khan Dadash, President of
Shiraz Jewish Committes
4- Sion Mahgerefteh, President of
Isfahan Jewish Committee
5- Fereydoun Ghahremani, President of
Kermanshan Jewish Committee
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