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Complex.

* How do you find the quality of the House’s perfor-
mance in the eyes of external observers?

- If you take a look on the walls of my room you can see
the Actions issued by Social welfare Organization that
has for several times selected this House as a Sample Old
House. Last year, we won a Grade A House Certificate
and for many times we also received awards.

* Referring to your long records in social activi-
ties, particularly in the Jewish Society, what is your
opinion about the position of Jewish community in
Iran?

- The Jewish community of Iran is a part of the world's
Jews, who are known as Mizrakhi Judaism and considered
as the intellectual community of the Judaism, We are the
followers of Mousabn-e-Meimoon, and we follow his re-
ligious instructions. Mizorakhi Judaism is more advanced
than Ashknazi Judaism and this is fortunately an advan-
tage for the Jewish community in Iran.

On the other hand, the Jewish society has a significantly
common historical background with the Iranian nation.
Actually, from the time Kourosh the Great, saved the Jews
from Babel in order to reside in Iran, the Iranian Jewish
community is an inseparable part of the lranian society
and no one can ever make them apart.

Today such international issues like Zionism has been put
forward that has created some disorders in these relations,
but the Iranian Jewish Community will never leave Iran
and | can never imagine an Iran without Jewish Commu-
nity. | never believe that the lranian Jews will ever leave
Iran, like what happened in many other countries. The rea-
son behind this is that the Iranian magnificent culture on
one side and the intimacy the Iranian Jews have towards
their country, will last for ever. This issue gives hope that
the Jewish Community will have a better life in Iran.

* Certainly you have witnessed many ups and downs
in the Jewish Society over flive decades of your so-
cial activities. Taking this into consideration, how
should the authorities of the Jewish Community in
Iran proceed so that they get to a desirable point?
Do you have any criticism over the trend they have
had so far?

- To answer this question, let me first present a brief his-
tory. Many years ago, when [ was a child, in the Iranian
Jewish Community, the social authorities were complete-
ly well-known and it was clearly specified that who was
in charge of building the Beheshtiyeh and who was re-

sponsible for other tasks. | even remember the meetings
that were held for electing the members of the Associa-
tion, included some specific individuals who were totally
well-known and they had a key role in the society. They
selected some officials from among themselves.

In the new arena, this quality has been lost in selection
process. (of course | am not against this change and I am
just talking about the change that has occurred.) In the new
arena all people come and elect some individuals through
the general election mechanism, and some are elected to
do the affairs. This process does not have the characteris-
tics of previous periods and - in practice- anybody with
no record of social activity, can join the board of directors
of Iran Jewish Association. Disappearance of the previous
mechanism and the lack of knowledge of the Jewish Com-
munity about the new Mechanism have made out of 10 to
12 directors elected as the board members, only 2 to 3 of
them work and the others only take part in the meetings,
drink tea and smoke cigarettes. But the work is done by
those few members. Of course, this is not because they
are not bad directors, but this is because the do not have
executive records, Even there might be some people who
have good intentions, but they are not able to accomplish
the work because of their lacking experience. The same
issue can be the cause of fluctuations in the quality of our
institutions, those who are supposed to move forward, not
to have fluctuations.

* Taking the above into consideration, what is the
requirement for the Jewish Community to make
progress?

- What is more essential for the Jewish society and partic-
ularly for their youths that they should study more. There
was a time when the Jewish youths were pioneers among
the whole Iranian society, but today this has witnessed a
sharp decline. There are only a few of our youths who are
able to retrieve their cultural and study features in order to
find their ideals. When a person does not have aspiration
and thought how can he manage a business?

This idealism should be accompanied by knowledge and
awareness. Today, the Jewish Association has one of the
state-of-the-art equipped library but few people refer to
use it and this is really disappointing.

* Against this advice to the youths, what should the
mentors do and in what Kind of facilities should
they offer to the youths? Who should be leading the
youths?

- I do not agree with dictating things to the youths. Our
role is that, for example, based on my perception, | de-



all and did not fulfill the necessary requirements and
we succeeded to accomplish the work by people’s con-
tributions. But in the second phase, we should have
trained experienced and specialized personnel in order
to be able to meet the elders’ needs. We needed a spe-
cific organization to do this. Before, there were no well-
defined organizations. Even within the site every thing
was a mess! So that we took away 300 trucks full of
garbage from the site. Later, through making changes in
the construction and providing uniform beds and other
facilities, we could provide a good condition.

* What measures did you take in order to have a suit-
able stafl?

- We provided specialty courses for our colleagues. In
a year and a half plan, Dr. Davoodgaran tried hard, and
finally a specialized workforce was developed for reha-
bilitating the old people.

* What specializations did you focus on?

- There are three aspects for an old person that needs to
be supported: physical, mental and social.

This is also one of our concerns; an entirely scientific
activity in which we have achieved significant suc-
cess. The number of our educated personnel is now
noticeable and we are proud that most of our activi-
ties are based on specialization and expertise; we have
such specialized forces as clinical psychologists, social
workers, physiotherapists, and nurses and even electri-
cal and mechanical technicians.

* And the roots of all these concerns?

- What encouraged us was the point that “the higher
the age of the society, the more hope”. Undoubtedly,
in a near future old people will form the majority of
the society and this majority will need supporting orga-
nizations. We should start from today to be projecting
future, Actually, the traditional thought existing in the
society has to be modified. The fact that supporting the
old people should be made via kindness, is an essential
point but it is not enough. It may happen that this kind-
ness without enough knowledge, may lead to the ac-
tions that are against their interests.

* Mr. Naeim, How do you define an old person from
a holistic point of view?

- Definitely there is an aging definition for an old per-
son. The old age is a physiological matter; this means
if a human being or any creature surpasses a specific
age, he would be called an old person. So we should

pay attention that the old age does not necessarily mean
being an ill person; illness is a pathological matter; it
means it is likely that a young person is also affected by
stomach disease and it does have anything to do with
the age. Even due to the services that we render to the
old people who have any type of disease, some people
think that the house is a hospital, but actually this is not
the case,

* Is Old House basically bound to give these kinds of
services to old people?

- Dutside Iran, there are some entities within the range
of Old House and the Hospitals that are defined for
taking care of the old people who are incapacitated
and ill. But since there is no such entity in Iran, most
of the pressure is oriented towards the Old House and
any Center renders such services, within its capacity
and beyond the duties specified for an Old House.

* What are your plans and arrangements in order to
achieve the prospects and the goals you have defined
for the “Old House™?

- In our next phase, under the God’s favor, we are
planning to construct a colony including some suites
for reception of the old people who have no prob-
lem except their old age, and who are not interested
in living in Old House, but rather they want to live
independently and enjoy the Old House’s services.
To achieve this goal, we are trying to attract the con-
tributions of our Jewish citizens as well as the Jews
residing overseas, so that we are able to operate the
projects.

* Let's change our discussion; we want to know, how
you analyze the advancement of these goals, with
due consideration of the Jewish minority community
in lran?

- It is impossible to make progress without the support
of the members of the society for such entities like our
institute that emerged from within the society. From the
very beginning, we tried to be in contact with the Jewish
community inside Iran and even the Iranian Jews who live
abroad. If we did not receive these financial and spiritual
contributions, certainly we wouldn’t have been able to ac-
complish the work by the extent we have done so far, |
hope these contributions will increase every day and may
God also give us the opportunity for reaching the ideal
point. For me personally this is a sacred work and it is
so pleasant and sweet to me that | am ready to devote the
whole of my life to the House. For this House is my pas-
sion and | can think of nothing except this House and the




Jewish Old House, An Interview with Gaad Naeim

Gaad Naiem was born in a clerical family. His father,
Rab Naeim, was one of the founders of Kourosh, the
first Iranian Jews' independent school, and he spent all
his life to serve the society. The referenced school and
his father's behavioral pattern were the beginning of his
social activities.

He played a significant role in formation of the Jew-
ish Intellectuals Community and he started his activities
when he became a member of the board of directors and
executive manager of the Sepier Hospital and joined the
Committee for Old House and Properties in Tehran's
Jewish Association.

Being concerned about the Old House (formerly House
for Old People), and having accepted the current re-
sponsibility, he has been involved in his social activities
for the past 50 years,

* Mr. Naeim! As the first question would you please
tell us from when and under what circumstances the
idea for formation of the Jewish Old House triggered
in your mind?

- Because of the special conditions | had in my fam-
ily, 1 started my social activities from the early days
of my adolescence. In the same line, my presence in
Sepier Hospital was one of my first executive works
at the early 60s. At that time, | decided to improve the
conditions of the time “House for Old People™ along
with one of my friends. In other words, we decided to
make arrangements for restructuring of today’s “0ld
House™.

Unfortunately, at the beginning, the time Jewish Associa-
tion stopped the work, and even there were some concerns
at that time. Later when our friends joined the Associa-
tion's board of directors, | accepted the incumbency of the
Old House. At first when we made our decision to do the
work, we had a board of directors consisting of 9 mem-
bers, but some of these friends became tired when they
faced some difficulties. But from the very beginning | in-
sisted that the changes have to be implemented. To this
end, Mr. Manouchehr Sarafraz, an old friend of mine, was
(and is still) assisting me.

i L [ 5 4 rFH

* What did cause you to change the title of the House
from * House for Old People” to “Old House™?

- When we decided to start the reconstruction, there
were new conditions prevailing in Health Organiza-
tion, and under the said conditions the name of the “0ld
House” conformed with the quality and contents of our
work. Also the title of “House for Old People™ con-
veyed an undesirable record in the mind, to which view
we did not agree. Even at the beginning, Mr. Mohajer,
one of our friends in Health Organization, counted 23
deficiencies in our work and declared that if we didn’t
settle the said deficiencies they would have completely
stopped our work. Of course, contrary to some people
who thought that was throwing a monkey wrench into
our wheel, these opinions seemed entirely scientific to
me, and their application made us to move forward. Be-
fore, the Old House was a place used for keeping the
beggars and the homeless. But we had a different view-
point, and this made the place to be gradually renamed
as “0ld House™.

* If you want to point out your specific goals for es-
tablishing the “Old House”, what are the points you
can mention?

- Our main goals for establishing the House were di-
vided into two phases; the first phase was the keeping of
old people in a splendid and proper way. Because at that
time the space , premises and the facilities of the *House
for Old People” were not sufficient and appropriate at



residents of Maad happened in the year 744 BC. And
the exile of 60,000 people from ten tribes happened in
the year 741 BC, i.e. 3 years after the exile of Maad's
residents. Now we can say that the Sons of Israel
were put in place of Maads and in order to destroy the
spirits of the descendants of Sons of Israel, who were
brave people, the Asuries had selected the end of the
world (the Asuries believed that Damavand is the end
of the world) for them so that they have no concemn
about them.

The more interesting issue is the name of Gilad, given
to this region and even today the same name is used.
The selection of this name might be because the resi-
dents of Gilad located in the sacred land, were exiled
to this place or those who found out that their new
location is very similar to their old homeland, so they
gave the name Gilad to it. Gilad is one of the biggest
places for residence of the Jews in northern part of
Iran and the length of its lands reached 180 Km. by
the 17th century and the Gilad’s Jews were gradu-
ally depleted and for many years the number of their
population was less than 500 people (in ordinary days
the number of their men hardly reached 10 for pray-
ing, because their men were always in the mountains
to earn their livelihood and they visited their families
only once or twice a year, in eve days). In Giliard old
cemetery, there were 4 old gravestones that their his-
tory backed to 1888 and 1865 of Shatarout, which was
equal to 1577 and 1554 A.C. But unfortunately, these
stones do not exist any more. According to the statis-
tics written in the Jews' historical books in 80 years
ago, Gilad region had a population of 520 Jews, 4 ac-
tive Synagogues and one public bathroom. In Giliard
Cemetery, we can see the gravestones going back to
800 years ago and still we can see the remains of its
destroyed synagogue. Molla Aghababa Damavandi
who was a 120-year old man in 1925 and Esmaeil Mo-
rovati and Dr. Arastou Safaei have all confirmed the
foregoing. Some Jews immigrated from Damghan and
Kashan to Gilad. Gilad’s Jews received some calami-
ties in Mongolia and Safavia eras. But they received
much more calamities following Afghans’ attack and
many of Gilad's people escaped to caves and a lot of
people were killed and a few were survived, and some
of them could not suffer living in Gilad's ruins. Also,
the appearance of diseases like cholera and plague
increasingly reduced Gilad's population and the sur-
rounding proprietors gradually stole parts of Giliard's
wide properties and Cemetery, an endowed property

of Damavand’s Jews. Specially in Qajar dynasty, in
which the Iranian Jews received lots of unkindness,
many parts of these lands were plundered.

In 1922, 1923, following the aggressions to endowed
properties of Giliard’s Jews, Soleyman Ebrahim, At-

torney of Litigations, took measures through Minis-
try of Justice and Department for Endowed Properties
and finally he succeeded to have the court order issued
in favor of the Jews.

Currently, part of Giliard Jewish Cemetery, which was
a property of the Jews, has remained. In the village,
there might be no monuments remaining from the
Jews' Synagogue and public bathroom.

But for long, some of the Tehran’s Jews were interest-
ed to have their graves preserved and untouched after
their death and they used to bequeath that their dead
bodies to be transferred to and be buried in Giliard
hills, so that they are protected from the usual wear
and tear.

Today, the cemetery is in an unsuitable condition.
Some of the gravestones have been broken and scat-
tered. Adjacent to the cemetery in the east and south-
east, garbage, and construction wastes are stored. The
big number of the graves in the cemetery shows that in
the past, the Jews formed a big minority in the region,
but currently there is no exact statistics on hand.

It is very important to register and document the said
cemetery in order to preserve the cultural background
of the region and it is a respect to Divine religions and
their prophets if the cemetery is rescued from the pres-
ent unfavorable condition.




These writings are surrounded by decorated margins
with paintings of flowers and plants. In some of the
gravestones, the place of the paintings have been re-
placed and some do not have decorations. The common
point in all stones is the candlesticks dug on them.

In the east angle of the cemetery, there is a cement
structure with 4 pillars and a barrel coverage on the
top and 9 stairs in the east and one gravestone in the
middle. This grave seems to belong to an important
person, or perhaps they have made it for the last good-
bye ceremony for the deceased person.

and they were now the owner of properties and ani-
mals, did not leave Iran and later then immigrated and
settled in other parts of Iran. Today, there is a big vil-
lage close to Damavand, which is called Giliard and
its hills are the Cemetery of the Jews with a history of
2500 years.

According to the book titled “Judaism in Iran”, the
Jews of Damavand or Gilad (currently Gilavand), are
the descendants of Raoben, Gaad, and Naflali “the
sons of Jacob the Prophet (Peace be Upon Him)™ and
are the first captives of Asura, who were exiled to these

The dimensions of the gravestones range from 2m to
75 cm . The oldest gravestone of the cemetery has the
date 1304 Jalaali Calendar (1925) and the newest one
belongs to the year 1378 (1999).

Certainly in the southeastern cemetery which is also
older, burials go back to hundreds of years ago. Evi-
dence of this issue requires more studies and investi-
gations and maybe in the past, it was not a tradition to
engrave date on the gravestones.

According to the book “Origin and Relation and An-
cient Iran’s Religions”, after almost 200 years from
the captivity of the Jews by Asura and Babel kings,
the Great Kouroush issued the Jews release order and
he gave them all sorts of political and financial assis-
tance and sent them to the sacred land for development
of Ourshalim and Beitolmoghaddas. Some of Iranian
Jews, were not notified of the said order and some who
were notified, becavse they had rooted in this territory

regions.

In the book “Ancient Iran”, Page 170, we read: the
Asuries were used to replace the defeated nations in
order to spoil their spirits. For example, they took
captives from Maad to Asure and took the captives of
other nations to Maad. In 744 BC.,”

Tiglat Floser invaded Maad and defeated its tribes one
by one because of the disagreements between them.
He attached, from Maad lands, those regions that were
close to Asure and he took more than 60000 captives
and took them with plenty of herds of cows, sheeps.
camels and mules to Kalah, the capital of Asura. The
words of Damavand's Jews who have not read the his-
tory of Asura, from tens of years ago and even centuries
ago, that there was no book published with the name
of “Ancient Iran”, indicate that the kings of Asura sent
60,000 Jews to Damavand’s Gilad.

On the other hands, we notice that the exile of 60,000



Jean Payab- Davoud Goharian

Giilad is a name that speaks about a 3000-year history. Gilad is the homeland of Ira-
nian Jews that has been living since then in Iran and has affected (and been affected
by} its history and culture, Giliard Cemetery in present Gilavand Region, is only a
part of that region which has been remained and it has lots of words to say for young

and future generations,

Giliard has always been respected by Iranian Jews, who still go there to visit their
deceased from all parts of the world. For a long period, the unsuitable status of the
cemetery has taken up my mind. So, | decided to publish the present article in order
to seck the assistance of all authorities of the Jewish Community and relevant state

officials for keeping and protecting the said cemetery.
Editorial

The book “Introduction of Damavand Cities and Vil-
lages and the cultural and historical artworks therein™
writes: In the west of Damavand’s Gilard neighbor-
hood and at a distance of 500m to the west of Gila-
vand-Damavand Asphalted Road on the top of a crest
from the north and west angle of Jiliard Village and at
a distance of 900m northwest of Imamzadeh Moham-
mad Jiliard and in the north of Jihad newly-constructed
city and in the geographical location of 35 degree and
41" and 40.4" latitude and 52 degree,. 2" and 5.9" lon-
gitude and in the height of 1982m from the sea level, a
wide cemetery with very large grave stones is located,

which is called “Giliard” Jewish Cemetery.

The said cemetery includes parts: the old part and the
new part. The old cemetery is located in the southeast
and the newer cemetery is located in the north.

At the end of the southeast of the two Jewish cem-
¢lery, one can see the reminders of an Islamic Cem-
etery, which is very disordered due to the excavations
made therein.

On the surface of this Islamic cemetery, we can see the
remainders of ceramics of the Islamic era, specially
Saljoghi and Teimouri dynasties that indicate the cem-
etery goes back to Hijri 5th and 6th centuries.

The graves of the Jews' Cementery have east-west
direction with uniform box-like gravestones in cubic,
semi-cylindrical, rectangular cubic, rectangular forms
that are mainly made of granite and or Chinese. Some
of the gravestones only include one piece of stone and
some others are formed from different stones. On most
of the gravestones, phrases in Hebraic and below or
above that, pictures from “Menora”, the sacred can-
dlestick of the Jews with 7 branches (a symbol of the
sacredness of number 7 in the belief of the Jews) and
around the candlestick, two Davood Starts have been
dug.

In the center of the gravestones, the name and surname
of the deceased, the year of death is written in Hebraic
and below that the same phrases are written in Farsi.




By: Dr. Ciamak Moreh Sedegh

The year is over and now along with the rebirth of the nature, we shall
welcome Pesah, One of interesting features of we, Iranian Jews, is the
closeness of the Iranian New Year with Pesah, the freedom eve. Over
the past centuries, this closeness has caused an counter nteraction,
and within the depth of its philosophy, we can witness the neamess
of beginning of the New Year and release of the human beings. Like
in the past, we faced with many pleasing victories and disappointing
difficulties in the last year and we used our power to preserve the
suceesses and fight with the difficulties. During their lives, the human
societies have always experienced difficulties and victones and one
of the effective factors in progress of the human culture and civili-
zation has always been the assistnce of all God-seeking and noble
mien in protection of the victories and fighting with the problems. Last
year we witnessed many accidents, both at intemational and national
levels. These accidents have undoubtedly had their specific impacts
on the Iranian Jews® destiny. We, Iranian Jews. are proud that like in
the past we used all our powers 1o cope with other stratums of Tranian

Dr. Ciamak Moreh Sedegh

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

1 start my words with salute and respect towards the preat soul of
the founder of the sacred system of Islamic Republic of Tran, A great
monotheism sacred flag at the time the imperialism had conquered
the world, and showed to the free people of the world the way for
honor and victory in a world full of injustice.

I should send my regards to his qualified succession, the far-think-
ing and powerful leader of the sacred system of Islamic Republic
of Iran, Ayatollah Khamenei (people send salutes), who directs Iran
nation to pride and dignity with his magnanimous leadership. His
historical directions have always been lightening the way for Ira-
nian nation.

Today, the world, once more is witnessing the savage, inhuman
and anti-monotheistic behavior of the Zionist regime who after a
long, illegal and inhuman conquest, has targeted the noble and re-
sistant people of Gaza with their savage and maniacal attacks. The
question that all free men and followers of divine religions face is
that such savage reply to the resistance of a heroie nation, who is
looking for its freedom. dignity, self-respect, independency and hu-
man respect, with what human and intemational eriterion of human
rights does it comply?

Today, the anti-human government of lsrael is using all its military
power to crack down the people who have opted resistance in order
to administer their most obvious human rights, In the meantime,
the silence of the world forums and the unreal advocates of human
nights who have been silent against the crimes of the world imperi-
alism and Zionism for years, is 4 spot of shame on their forehead.

(AL this time, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad joined the
coference)

Undoubtedly, if the previous crimes of the Zionists and other crimi-
nals of the history had received an approprate and switable response

people and shouted the voice of peace along with other God-seeking
people of the world, and we kept ourselves loyal to our aims along
with sticking to the sacred values of Judaism,

In the last year, our small community also faced with many difficul-
ties, some of which were resolved and others are still in the pro-
cess of being resolved and full removal of these difficulties require
miore-than-ever care and tacl.

In the meantime, our victories and achievements were also notice-
able and significant. Now at the beginning of the New Year and
Pesah (the Eve for man’s freedom from the injustice of the oppres-
sors and the Eve for freedom of man's soul from Hames, the symbol
of uncleanness), once more we insist on the unbreakable link of the
Iranian Jews with other classes of Iranian people and we emphasize
on preserving our religious, cultural and historical values, as fol-
lowers of the Judaism Divine religion and we wish the next year
will be a year full of proud, peace, success and victory for all people
of the world, specially for people of Tran.

the repetition of these tragedies, But, unforunately the human re-
spect and human rights like other human and divine values, are used
by Imperialism and Zionism as an excuse for political settlements.
This is no the first time that the advocates of human freedom, have
decided to be silent against a full-scale tragedy. | hope all free men
of the world, specially the believers in God’s Unity, Prophecy and
resurrection, will follow the high Divine values and use Iranian noble
and put maximum pressure on the usurping Ismel and its imperialist
as soon as possible, Today, the conscience of the world and human
rights advocates are exposed to a very difficult testing.

The resisting nation of Palestine and the residents in Gaza!

As the representative of Iranian Jews in the Islamic Parliament, 1 ex-
press my deep disgust from the savagery behaviors of Isracli occupy-
ing government and its army. As a representative of all Iranian Jews
along with my other countrymen in Iran and all followers of God
in the world, and in compliance with the directions of the Supreme
Leader, | shall use all my efforts to administer your human rights.
Let all the world know that all believers of God in today’s world
move logether with one voice and they have strict belief o fight
with Zionism and the world’s imperialism.

In order 1o express their sympathy with all victims of this horrible
tragedy and also to show their protests to the silence of the interna-
tional authorities, the lranian Jews are planning to gather today in
front of the UN Office in Tehran. Sepier Charity Hospital shall use
all its facilities to serve the victims of this massacre,

We strongly believe that the noble nation of Palestine and all truth-
seeking people and worshippers of God in the world shall stick 1o
Divine instructions and through their resistance, can knock out the
Zionism and all other forms of Imperialism in near future.
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