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MAKING THE SPECIAL JEWISH ASSO-
CIATION SCHOOLS OF TEHRAN IN-

TELLIGENT

Making extensive use
of Information Technol-
ogy and Communication
in education together
with evolution in educa-
tional approaches in the
country has provided the
grounds for the forma-

tion of intelligent schools.

The Cultural Committee
of the Jewish Association
of Tehran in collabora-
tion with the Education
Administration of Tehran
Province has equipped
the schools supported by
the Jewish Association of
Tehran to encourage the
skills needed for work by
increasing the learning -
teaching processes.
Following the consulta-
tions with the Education
Administration through
the Cultural Commit-
tee, Etefaq Educational
Complex ranked among

the Intelligent Schools
by allocating a budget of
30,000,000 Rials from the
Education Administration
of District 6, as the first
step taken to launch this
plan, and was equipped
with computer sites and
hardware and started
classes and the school
portal and was linked to
the ADSL.

The objective of launch-
ing these plans is hold-
ing training courses and
educating the students,
teachers and parents as
well as holding multime-
dia classes and taking
Electronic Tests. Prelimi-
nary processes are on the
way to cover other com-
plexes and equip them
with computers as in the
case of Fakhr-e-Danesh
Girls’ School and Rouhi
Shad School for boys.




Daily religious duties
and precepts of a Jew
are taught to children
in this book.

The interesting point
in these books is the
coloured sections relat-
ed to each chapter and
story which help the
teachers and instruc-
tors to acquaint the
children in the best way
possible with the Jew-
ish cultural, historical
and religious concepts.

“A Heavenly Day”
and “"The Stories of
Torah” written by
Susan Omat yar and
designed by Armin
Zanjir baf, are pro-
duced and published
with the assistance of
Mojgan Shilian, Sarah
Bakhtari,Sarina Far-
zin pour, Parviz Zarrin
kam, Dariush Pak nia
and Payam Laleh zari.

The Board of Editors
of OFOGH-E-BINA Peri-
odical expresses its ap-
preciation and thanks
these friends for their
care and attention with
regard to the protec-
tion and survival of the
Iranian Jewish Culture
among the children
and teen agers.

PUBLICATION OF NEW RELIGIOUS
STUDIES TEXT BOOKS

A board consisting of
Hebrew Language in-
structors accompanied
by religious and cultural
experts of the Cultural
Committee of the Jew-
ish Association of Tehran
edited the primary school
textbooks of the last aca-
demic year and revised
some of the texts.

These text books, which
cover the primary school
level, were published this
year following an experi-
mental publication and a
general survey done of all

the instructors teaching
at this academic stage.
The book was distributed
among all the students of
the same faith in QAT E
VAZIRI and COMPLETE
COLOUR..

The books were com-
piled and edited in a work
group consisting of the
following members; Sha-
hin Nekouee, Pari hanou-
kaee, Zoya Khakshour
(Mohabati), Maryam Nos-
rati, Edna Es’hagiyan, Dr.
Yunes Homami Laleh zar,
and Farhad Aframiyan.

Start of Religious Classes
Academic Year

Students studying out-
side the Special Jewish
Schools went to Religious
Classes on Friday 17th of
the Iranian calendar month
of Mehr. Religious Studies
classes are held on Fridays
for the students of Jew-
ish Community who study
at conventional schools of
the country. These classes
started their work in three
bases of "Musa Ibn. " Om-
ran”, "Rah-e-Danesh”, and
"Bagh-e-5aba” in col-
laboration with 25 teachers
and religious instructors,
and received 100 students

at three levels of Primary
School, Junior High and
High school.

Also, the second graders
who were participating in
the religious classes for the
first time started their new
Academic Year in these
classes, in the first session,
while they were getting ac-
quainted with their teach-
ers and receiving their
Religious Studies books

Robert Khaldar, Jilla
Yazdan Pour (Kerman-
shahi) and Sorour Eliasi
are in charge of the Fridays
bases.




RELIGIOUS- SIGHTSEEING TOUR OF HEBREW TEACHERS

WAS HELD

The religious-sightseeing
Tour of Hebrew teachers
to Toiserkan and Hame-
dan was held this year,
supported by the Cultural
Committee of the Jew-
ish Association of Tehran,
to praise the work of the
teachers and FARHANGI-
YAN of the Iranian Jewish
Community.

Following coordination
and preparatory mea-
sures, the trip to Toiser-
kan started on Saturday
night, 13th of Shahrivar
(4th Sept.).The trip con-
tinued towards Hame-
dan following SALIHOUT
Ceremonies at HAZRAT-
E-HABQOUQ-E-NABI
threshold and the pilgrim-
age to the tomb and say-
ing the morning prayers,
and ended after visiting

Astar and Mardkhai Tomb
in Hamedan as well as
paying visits to the histor-
ical places of the city and
the Bazaar.

The trip was completed
with the memory of the
special reception of the
Governor, Police Officers,
Municipality Personnel
and the Clergy of Toiser-
kan City of the Jewish
Pilgrims.

During these ceremo-
nies, the man in charge
of the Cultural Committee
of the Jewish Associa-
tion and the Governor of
Toiserkan talked about
the interactions between
the religious groups in
Iran and acknowledged
HABQOUQ-E-NABI and
similar tombs in Iran
which are respected by all

religions, as a symbol of
Cultural Links and Iranian
peaceful spirits. Then, a
few religious books (SID-
OUR VA TAHLIM) were
presented to the pilgrims
by the Cultural Commit-
tee of the Custodianship
of ASTAN-E-HAZRAT-E-
HABQOUQ-E-NABI.

This group which con-
sists of 100 FARHANGI's
of the Jewish Iranian
Community expressed
their thanks to the man
in charge of the Cultural
Committee of the Jewish
Association of Tehran as
well as to Nastaran Jazeb,
Yuram Harouniyan, David
Safa, Iman Shamayeli
and Ehsan Shamayeli who
accompanied this Com-
mittee in arranging the
Tour.




Judicial Courts are to be
prevented from entering the
family disputes in the realm
of the religious minorities
and the Iranian courts are
committed to confirm the
views of the religious minor-
ity authorities.

News Agencies reported
that according to the ap-
proved law of the Judicial
and Legal Commission
of Majlis which has been
passed from Maijlis, Ira-
nian courts are committed
to confirm the views of the

(2009 2010)

A :m'emurw was held tn
| praise the top-ranking Jew-
ish students on 2nd-5th of
the Iranian calendar month
of Aban (24th-27th Oct.)
this year at Mohebban Hall
[ of the Jewish Association in
Tehran. :

The Managing Buarr.i nf
the 18th round and the
members of the Jewish
Youth House in Tehran,
supported by the Jew-
ish Association of Tehran
arranged this celebration -
at primary school, junior
high school, high school
and college levels in the
presence of the Respect-
able Representative of the
Iranian Jews at the Islamic

Council Parliament, the

members of ﬁ‘le M’anqg

cial rmards as well,

: _ ba'safﬂ\e\‘nummuse

religious minorities from now
on. Farhad Tejari, the Speak-
er of the Judicial and Legal
Commission of Majlis ac-
knowledged this plan in the
frame of the amendments of
the Family Protection Bill and
said:” All Iranian Religious
Minorities can use the views
and opinions of the Religious
Authorities and Religious Mi-
norities upon the confirma-
tion of the Country’s Courts
from now on, and this issue
is capable of being executed
in the Courts of the Coun-

ing Board of the Jewish
Association of Tehran. and
meanpluyesufmnm
of Education as well as the
school teachers and the
members of the head'm
parents associations, during
which 600 top Jewish stu-
dents from Tehran and other
provinces were rewarded.
Students who had excelled
in other fields received spe-

Preparations for these cer-
emonies were made in the
month of Shahrivar (July/
August) which continued up
until a few days before the =
opening of the first night, in
collaboration with the mem-

‘members of this organi-

- celebration for four nights.

'~ Youth Hmase expressed

~ Central Library, Iraj Om-
3 _ranL'anc_l"’l.ip:_l’g Loy Shoq.

COURTS ARE TO BE HELD COMMITTED TO CONFIRM THE
VIEWS OF THE RELIGIOUS MINORITY AUTHORITIES

try. He continued:” Judicial
Courts had the right to enter
the issues of Family Disputes
of the Religious Minorities in
the past, but they are now
committed to confirm the
views of the Religious Minor-
ities upon the final approval
of Maijlis.”

This is, of course, under
the conditions that the per-
sonal cases of the Religious
Minorities were considered
by their own Religious Edict
according to the Principle
13th of the Constitution.

\CELEBRATION TO REWARD THE TOP-RANKING
JEWISH STUDENTS IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR 88 - 89

'Smdénts were ehi‘nlled
as usual beginning from

the first day of Shahrivar

at the library of the Jewish
Association which contin-

ued for 9 months.

‘The teen-agers’ subdivi-
simﬁtha Youth House
was also active in this
program beside the other

zation and they were in |
charge of carrying out this |

The members of the

their thanks to the Manag- |
ing Board: of the Jewish

Association of Tehran and
the personnel of the Jewish |



PROTEST OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY AGAINST THE DE-
FILTERING OF THE SITE OF THE NAZI FANS

Following the release of
the news titled the Activity
of the Nazi Fans Party in
Iran in some News Sites,
the Jewish Community of
Iran submitted a protest
letter to the head of the
Islamic Council Parlia-
ment. In this letter, which
was signed by the Rep-
resentative of the Jewish
Community at the Islamic
Council Parliament, while
condemning this move-
ment, it was considered a
factor to create division.
The Text follows as such:

For the Consideration of
Mr. Larijani, the Respect-
able Head of the Islamic
Council Parliament,

Following Greetings:

We respectfully inform
you of the Cyber Pro-
pagandas with regard
to the Nazi, racist and
non- humanitarian atti-
tude in which the symbol
of a war-loving lunatic

titled "PISHVA" is used to
spread and advocate the

antagonistic Nazi Doctrine.

Since this Racist approach
is aimed at all Semite
people and with regard

to the synchronization of
this movement with the
organized movements by
the Global Imperialism
against the interests of
the Divine Regime of the
Islamic Republic of Iran

in some gatherings of the
world, some gquestions
are now raised for me. It
is necessary to note that
all Unitarians of the world
are aware of the fact that
such approaches are by
no means acceptable by
the people of Iran and the
authorities of the Divine
Regime of the Islamic
Republic, and it has been
proven to those aware of
the history that the most
benefit gained by the Nazi
Racist Propaganda has

always been sent to the
treasury of the Zionists
and the plunderer Zion-
ism fulfils its goals under
the coverage of the Nazi
Racism.

Considering the Su-
preme Values governing
the Regime of the Islamic
Republic of Iran which is a
precious heritage left from
the RAHEL Imam, and
that the noble nation of
[ran is now unanimously
rising against the Global
Imperialism and atheism,
directed by the Supreme
Leader, I ask you please to
order the consideration of
this case.

Assuring you of my high-
est esteem,

Dr. Siamak Mareh Sedq

Representative of the
Jewish Iranians

At the Islamic Council
Parliament




few past decades and em-
phasized the friendship and
the unity of religions as did
the former lecturers.

At the end, The Minis-
ter of Culture and Islamic
Guidance welcomed similar
gatherings and described

the necessity of unity of
religions and friendship
policy between all Unitar-
ian religions in the Islamic
Republic by reading poems
from different poets.

The Board of the Jewish
participants in this gather-

ing consisted of Rahmat
A... Rafi’, Siamak Mareh
Sedq, Ibrahim Saeedian,
Elna Lavian and the Editor
of OFOGH-E-BINA Publica-
tion together with a group
of the lovers of culture in
the society.

KORAN BURNING PLAN IS CONDEMNED BY THE IRANIAN
JEWISH COMMUNITY

The Iranian Jewish Com-
munity reacted to the plan
of the extremist Christian
activists to burn the Holy
Book of the Muslims on the
occasion of the September
11th, and called it an inac-
ceptable, extremist action
and condemned it in a
Statement as follows:

The wild and anti-Unitar-
ian action of a few of the
enemies of mankind, to in-
sult the Divine Values has

caused great worries to the

Iranian Jewish Community.
It is evident that any insult
to the beliefs of either of
the Unitarian Religions,
which in fact is a frenzied
conspiracy, is considered
an insult to all Divine Reli-
gions, and we, as the Jew-
ish Iranians, declare our
hatred of this anti divine,
uncivilized behaviour.

We, Jewish Iranians, who
follow the Unitarian Values
of Moses (Peace be Upon
Him), consider any insult to

the values of the followers
of the Unitarian Religions

a step taken in the direc-
tion of the interests of the
Imperialists and declare our
disgust for this shameful
movement in unity with the
other noble people of Iran
and all the Monotheistic
people of the world.

His Highness Rabbi Masha Al-
lah Golestani Nejad

Dr. Siamak Mareh Sedq,

Dr. Rahmat A... Raffi’



GATHERING OF THE CHRISTIAN, JEWISH AND ZOROAS-
TRIAN REPRESENTATIVES ON THE OCCASION OF THE
BOOK'S WEEK

A ceremony is being held
on the occasion of the
Book's Week, each year,
attended by the repre-
sentatives of the formal
Religious Minorities by
the Administration of the
Affairs of the Minorities of
the Ministry of ERSHAD
which is in charge of the
Cultural Affairs of the
Religious Minorities of the
Country, for a few years
now, during which a few
people belonging to the
Cultural arena and publi-
cations are selected and
praised. On Wednesday,
26th of the Iranian calen-
dar month of Aban (17th
of Nov.) which coincided
with EID-E-QORBAN this
year, a ceremony was held
at SARAY-E-AHL-E-QALAM.
However, the ceremony
this year was devoted to a
gathering titled “"Respect
for the Sanctities and
Beliefs of the Heavenly
Religions” during which
lecturers from all religions
talked on the subject of
religious tolerance among

the believers of different
religions.

The first lecturer was
Bishop NESHAN KARAGE-
HIYAN, the leader of the
Armenian Catholics of Iran.
He described actions such
as the threat of burning
the Koran by an American
priest as the act of the im-
pious and the nonbeliever,
as no believer permits
himself to disrespect the
sanctities of other reli-
gions.

The next lecturer was
the Zoroastrian priest,
Ardeshir Khorshidiyan, who
talked as the representa-
tive of the Zoroastrians of
the country. He separated
religion and faith and con-
sidered unity in religion as
possible, as all religions are
in agreement on the basic
principles such as Unitari-
anism, Resurrection and
Prophecy. Although, every
sect and religion may have
their own ways in the other
affairs, and unity is often
difficult to achieve even
between different faiths of

the same religion.

Bishop Benyamin talked
on behalf of the Assyrians
of Iran followed by Bishop
SAPOUH SARKISIYAN who
represented the Iranian
Armenians. He, who was
born in Syria, said that
he felt no difference be-
tween the Christians and
Muslims in his childhood
and young age. Bishop
Sarkisiyan drew the atten-
tion of the audience to the
unique spirit of prayers by
reading FATEHEH Surah,
the first Surah of Koran, in
Arabic followed by read-
ing all the daily prayers of
the Christians in Armenian
and asked the audience if
there is indeed a difference
between them.

The last lecturer of the
ceremony was Dr. Siyamak
Mareh Sedq, the Represen-
tative of the Jews at the
Islamic Council Parliament.
He considered the founda-
tions of Islamic phobia and
Anti-Islarmism in the West
today similar to Anti-Sem-
itism in Europe during the




INTERACTION BETWEEN RELIGIONS DOES NOT REALIZE
WHEN ONE TAKES A STEP FORWARD WHILE THE OTHER
ONE KEEPS SILENT

The Summit of the Inter-
national day of Philosophy
was held at the National Li-
brary of Iran on the 30th of
Aban until the 2nd of Azar
(21st-23rd Nov.) attended
by the Iranian and foreign
thinkers. The specialized
meetings of this summit
were held on different topics
like Philosophy and Morality,
Philosophy and the General
Field, Relation between the
views and actions in the
History of Philosophy, etc.
The Specialized meeting
of the Philosophy and Reli-
gion was hosted by Farhad
Aframivyan, the Jewish Ira-
nian lawyer who had par-
ticipated in this section with
an article titled the Conver-
gence Capacity of Religions
in Iran.

In his article, he em-
phasized the two axes of
symmetry between reli-
gions and the interactions
between the followers of
different religions and their
mutual relations in the geo-
graphic realm of Iran while
describing their shared Uni-

tarian beliefs as an internal
factor and the obvious
cultural-civil backgrounds in
the geography of the ad-
vent of the Divine Religions
as an external factor, and
introduced the convergence
of religions and the coex-
istence of the followers of
different religions in Iran as
having remarkable capaci-
ties.

He also warned his audi-
ence not to confuse the con-
cept of ZARFIAT SAZI and
development in this field
in a pathological approach,
and added that ZARFIAT
SAZIl is based on gathering
proofs and evidences and is
a purely theoretic approach.
This is while development
needs action and taking
practical steps.

The man in charge of the
Cultural Committee and
the Editor of the Jewish
Association>s OFOQ-E-BINA
Publication continued that
maneuvering in this field is
a factor for the satisfaction
of a false hunger compared
with a real need and added

that to assure a true con-
vergence and, above all, to
prevent and avoid NAQZ-
E-GHARAZ and action in

an anti-convergence direc-
tion, which could as well be
referred to as a religious
divergence, a special scien-
tific methodology must be
followed to give a meaning
to a part of the religious
convergence concept.

This Jewish Iranian law-
yer referred as well to the
role of the clergy and the
application and role of the
politics in the realm of the
convergence of religions
and talked about the rights
of the religious minorities in
Iran and while referring to
some points.

Farhad Aframiyan was
also accompanied by Dr.
Siyamak Mareh Sedq, the
representative of the Jew-
ish Iranians at the Islamic
Council Parliament, Haroun
YESHAYAYEE, former Head
of the Managing Board of
Tehran=>s Jewish Association
as well as a few other Jew-
ish thinkers.
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Dr. Siyam

You will get this issue of the publication in autumn. The special
approach in Jewish thinking about the first month of autumn may
be considered an example for all of us. In the Jewish Culture,
TAPSHERI TEH is much accompanied by festivities and not drinking
and mourning. It is a proper occasion for thinking about what you
did last year and repenting from the unbecoming behaviour as well
as enhancing the useful actions. Thus, this is not a season for leisure
and not thinking; On the contrary, it is a time for considering what
we have done and thinking about what should be done in the future.
The Elections of the Managing Board of the Jewish Association in
Tehran can be a reminder of the provisional and transient status of
all the occasions in life, including the chance to serve the society
for each and every person belonging to our community. It is quite
natural that the social duties are of limited and defined time duration
due to the democratic nature of the circle of power, just as with the
year which its end is inseparable from a new beginning. Thus, all
social responsibilities are bound to end, and lucky is the one who
makes the best of this occasion for serving.

No doubt, being present in the scene of the management of the
society not only prevents stagnation and standstill, but it promises
a new birth to the society by injecting new thoughts and values to
the body of the management of the society. And as the beginning
of the New Year is always accompanied by thinking and meditating,
it is well-deserved that the beginning of the New Jewish Association
be accompanied by reasoning in thoughts and manners. This is the
only way to avoid repeating the negative experiences of the past
and by learning from our predecessors' experiences we leave the
trial and error circle and move in line with reasoning.

o o
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EDITORIAL
ONCE AGAIN: IDENTITY

Many events and phenomena keep repeating themselves during our lives and even recur rou-
tinely with greater frequency. These events, which are not tiresome in nature, might even be con-
sidered reviving and true as life. Take it from the incessant act of breathing, to the daily sunrise
and holding of ceremonies, rituals and commemoration of traditions which are basically considered
vital individualistic and social elements. None of these events and phenomena is exhausting nor is
it insignificant and habitual, and must not be considered as such despite their repetitious nature.
This is because the main elements sustaining life and survival of all living creatures differ at the
time of their impact despite their vital roles, as in the case of the three elements of air, water and
food which are all essential to survival. A man can only live a few minutes in the absence of air,
while he can take the lack of water for three days and nights and can live without food for about a
month. Same holds true with spiritual and cultural nutrition of man, as for example, in the case of
someone who does not study and will not apparently suffer a physical damage as a consequence.
However, his spiritual life will certainly undergo confusion and disorder in the long run, and same
applies to the inevitable side effects of lack of attention to the other cultural and spiritual aspects
of man=s life among which, I believe, identity to be the most basic one.

This is the reason why I am writing about «identity» once more and insist that none of us should
feel tired and frustrated to discuss this issue for the same reason that repeatedly eating food does
not depress us. The only difference lies in our insight and sensitivity, and that whether we see,
understand and conceive our gradual weakening and instability or not and whether our soul>s
hunger and thirst put us on the alert and remind us of the greatest heritage of our generation for
generations to come. As a Jewish Iranian, what inheritance have [ prepared for my children to
understand and ponder on? How am 1 to leave my tight grip on my identity for the next genera-
tion in this critical economic, political, environmental and social situation accompanied by tens of
other kinds of crises?

Just as I keep the peace- loving, justice-seeking Jew clear from the crimes committed by the
Zionist Regime, and honor the humane identity of the Unitarian Jewish man, 1 feel it my duty to
ardently defend the real Jew against the rush of Anti-Semitism.

Following the publication of this issue of «Ofogh-e-Bina=», 1 want to ask all Jewish readers these
two gquestions;

1) How do you define your identity?
2) What have you done, are doing or will do, yesterday, today and tomorrow,
to keep and honor this identity?

Editor_bina@iranjewish.com
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